A 


Funeral Sermon, 
Preached upon the 


DEATH 


The truly Vertuous and Religious 


NOE HIRST Eſq; 
Merchant in Boſton New-England. 
Who departed this Life October, 28. 


1717. In the Forty-third Tear 
of his Life. 


„ 
— — 


To which is added, 
An Evxtrait from the Private Writings 6 
Mr. HIRST, on divers Sele& and 
Important Heads, ſhewing his Secret 
Walk before GOD in Truth and with 

a prefer beart. 


By BENJAMIN | COLMAN, 
{ Paſtor of a Church 1 in n Boſton, | Wy”. 


Joh. XI. 16. Let us alſo 20 that n we A die with Him. 


ROSTONS Printed by B. Omen, .. 1717. 
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* own Writings which will 1 hof 
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8 ſoon as I came e into ths 2 
tion by GOD's leave and help, 
of Publiſhing the following 


Wh: ak which was. made upon 
the lamentafl N--th 1755 Nur ie . 


adding to it 2 5 Extract: ü 1 Viv 


iy determined withi my Self to ask. 


Four Leave to make the Dedication ofthe. 
ole to your Honour; For 'as Mr. 
HissT was many ways dear to you, 
and highly eſteemed by vou while he 
lived, and that upon the beſt 28 7 


| No 


> 8 28 


11 DEDICATION 
e being better Aeqminted with 


his true nor , inqr inclin'd 
— value 19 WD! aun per addd it will be 


57 5 Fos A N98 5 Ily . 9 


given and his Name live awhile therein, 
and that his own Remains will be pre- 
Sons to you and fragrant to all ſer fous 


mer Perſans, 4s 4 on - Ointment | poured for 4 


2 . cauld 1 bar candle 175 Nun 
an Occ nd fo 11 05 1 — 
BEES 1 7000 25 


D 


555 from 10 ou the Die 5 your 


&% % 


905 


no Siet x1 gen Months before you Had the 


Sorrow! ol of accompanying ME. Hissr i 
the 


7 the N. e 97 F your Touth and the 
Con 1 1 0 e Life and Ag e; and 


— nn oh. bbs 
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ÞEDICATION. Hi 
the Grave of .his Wife, your | worthy 
Daughter; And new in the Day where- 
in you were made deſolate your Self, the 
Divine Providence haſt caſt a little Flock 
and lovely Family of Grand- Children up- 
on you; to Whom you were before a 
Father, and for their ſakes your Foy had 
been always great to behold them under 
the Wing of a Parent fo wiſe, ſo tender, 
ſo HEN Mr. HIRSY was. 'f 

ut they were then and are now under 
the Ving of GOD's Covenant, and in the 
Shadow of that they are Comfortable 
and Safe; while the DIVINE Sovr, 
REIGNTY || is diſplayed to be Adored 
by you: Bebold He taketh away; whg 
can hinder Him? who will ſay to Him, 
Il hat doeſt Thou 2 „ 
+ YOU, Sir, are the Only Parent now 
left to Mr. His sT*: Children. With- 
in Six Months and a few days the Sove- 
reign GOD has taken away the Three 


Dr ; MATHERS Sermon Preach'd upon che Neath of 
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IC 


Mrs. SEWALL. 
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other Grande parents. Tea within one 
Auk: . Formight they were made Trebly 
Orphans. For on the Nineteenth of Ofio- 
v8 17.3.7, died their Grand. Mat her 

E WA LI vour Gracious Conſort; On 
the Twency-eighth, of the ſame Month 
GOD took away their FATHER from 
them, and on the Firſt Day of November 
following their HonouredGrand-Father, 
AV 11. LIAM, H 18ST Eſq; of Salem, Ex- 
pired; worn out under his returning 
pains of the Got, and cruſh'd as it were 
under the ſurprizing, Death of his Son, 
the Crown and the Foy of his Age, of 
Whom he truſted ( (us GOD ſaid to Fa- 

cob concerning Joſe 1 ) that he ſhould 
{AER Vt his Hands upon big 3 to 
Cloſe 'em. 

We thank GOD (48 Sir N ha continues 
Tou to this Day, not a FATHER only 
to one Bran h and another of vour Pa- 
mily; buz-to V« our Conntry alſo; whercof 
V Gl are a Son, and ave been lang a deu 
unt and an Ornament, in mh. P! Aces 


of Truſt and Honour. It 


$ 
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lt will doubtleſs ;plerſe you to ſee the 
Piety of Mr. HRS to his;Deceaſed 
Mor HER Aud Wer, in the Charafers 
drawn of Them by;: him, while he 
mourn'd: be fore GOD his 9wn-.oſs in 


their Death He herein tulfilled both 


parts of Solomons. Words, Her Children 
riſe up. & call her bleſſed; Her. Husband 
alſo & be. praiſeth ber. Had he liv'd to 
this Day, no doubt but he had wrote 
down the {juſt and true Thu'ts: of his 
Heart concerning; his Mother Sg. WALL, 
And had he according to the Courſe of 
Nature, and your Hopes, liv'd to have 
follow'd his, . own Far HER and Jour 
8 ELF tO your [onba „his tilial Piety and 
the high Rzverence he] bore. you both 
would have led hint with an Arreſiſta- 
ble force of Aﬀettizn to have hein 


ö your Names allo. | Nor will Vol eVer be | 


able to forget the; mofl Chriſtuanh, ſolemn 
and endearing Leave,which Nr. H pr 8+" 
took of his Aged, Father and zou Self. 
the I ri lay before he died, ordering You 


R 3 TWO 
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two only to be with him in the Cham- 
ber wi n he did it 5 ? LIT 30 339 
But the Tears your Children deceas'd 
are denied on Earth, ate I truſt gain'd in 
Heaven. And it muſt needs be very Con- 
ſolatory to you to think ho many of 


$otirs ave there beftre hon. May it pleaſe 


G60 to ſhare you yet to your Country 
and to your Family and to continue to 
you te ful Old-Age, with gromiug Mea- 
fures of Grace & Comfort, and the Peace 
of the oo Ss your'Deathe > banks 

Sit, I muſt yet ask your Patience while 
Ladd, That we have follow'd of late a 
great many Aged & Pions Perſons to theit 
Graves, both Men and Women, who 
have liv'd and finiſh'd well, to the Praiſe 
of GOD's Grace. And GOD. has come 
neuy to your Self in theſe Deaths, not 
only in that you mourn a Jertuous Con- 


fort and Son- in-Lam in this Number, but 


alſo in the Death of Tu REE of the Ho- 
uourable Cðα“u Board, where you 1 8 1 
4 
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ſo long ſat with them: big. Wait 


WixTHROD Eſq; ELIsHA HOT: 
HTN SON Eſqh a and ANDRE w Bi- 
carr: -Efq; Three of the Song of. N 
England wfio have apprbv'd. the: 
ſelves among the F aithful Servants, and 
kind Fathers of their Country. . 
Particularly. on two Accounts I. bring \ts, 
ELCHERS, Name and Memory into thele 
Papers: Fiiſt, becauſe; that; while I was 
compoſing. the following D ſcuinſe he, lay 
upon his Deal. Bed, and when I waited, up- 
on him at 15 deſire I, had, the: pleaſine. of 
ſeeing. inn Text out- done 3 for his Serenity 
wm ri Ven was 77 a Clo, 11 


2 


B in CH E R is, 8 that amo 8 many 
other bright Pa 5s be which flow'd from his 
dying lips, this was One which he ſpake to 
his SON, (for whyſe Reſtoration to us from 
the Brink ot the Grave, I am deſirous alſo to 
make this Publick Ackunwle: 421ent to GOD) 
— My Cafe (ſaid He) is widely diffe- 
rent from Mir HirsT's; fr GOD, hath 
been berter to me than bis Word; for 1 am 


one 


| reſs upon Mr. HTR ST and on his 


Submimon to the Wi 
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3 above the period of Humane Life as 
"Moſes fixt it in his time. Beſides (added 
He Owe 1 have liv'd to ſee 7 Colonel 
grown up d. ſettled. in the World, while 
Good Mr: ry IRST 15 called away from 0 
674 in their Childhood 
Tir was indeed a great part of Le wk, 
riends 
in his Death? And the contrary Favour of 
Providence help'd to brighten Mr. BEL 
CHE ks way fab him thro” tlie dark Valley 
arid Shadow. At Mr BEL CHERS Age and 
under the Qircumſtances of bis Children, 
Death would have had quite another face ts 
Mt Hirns r. But fo yrs the greater was 
the Frial and the Diſplay of his Faith, and 
bo of GOD, on Who 
Ctorhiant” Faithſnlneſr he caſt Himſelf an 
His: To Thar ( Sir) ! commend The and the 
dear' Orphans, your new Care and Chai Ty.) 5 
Aud n | 


x85 FN Your Honors 


. moſt Humble and 
{i ix} 4a Obedient Seryatr. 


a 0 : © 1 3.4 Benj. 88 


a 


.-Ta my Eſteemed Friend. N 
Mrs. Elixabeth Price 
the Vertuous Conſort of © 


Major Walter Price 


by Iuclination and Office, : it has pleas'd the 
Sovereign GQD to remove from you, ſince the 
Day of the fore*mentioned Breaches on you; 
mean Borb your Honoured Paſtors, the Re- 
verend Mr. NOYES and Mr. C URWIN; 
which makes it the more needful and allow- 
able for me now to miniſter unto your ſupport. 


| | of Salem. 

Aſadam, 

b 1 OU are too diſtreſs'd a Aſouruer and 
az too deep a Sharer in the Bereave- 
ment waich occaſioned the follow- 
3 | ing Diſconſe,and my Symparhy with 
5 © you is too particular and tender, for me to 
3 © Omit you Name in theſe my laſt Reſpects 
5 to your dear Brother, How hard it was to 
x Lo v, the Ouly DaugGHTERS SISTER 
7 * of the Family, to follow ſo Good a FATHER 
4 and ſuch a BROTHER to their Graves, 
; © within the ſhort Space cfa ſingle Weef, that 
Heart muſt be little Humane and leſs ae 
that is inſenſible. Your Comforters alſo, both 


T TTVN 


You will dee here in one ne with how 
great. an een ydur deceaſed Brother re- 
gardeſ y qu: I mean a line in ie Letter to. 
bis. Exh which I could not prevail 
with my ſelf to Ol ut, tho” I was conſcious 

1 coal. diſpleaſe you by inſerting it. I need 
not ſay to you how. much you muſt eſteem 
your Self bound to be @ Mother to the Four 
Orphan. Dau ters: And my Prayer for Mr. 
PRICE and your Self is, that you may 
ſhine in the ſame good Spirit of Sanctity which 
adorn'd the Deceaſed; and bothin Secret and 
Publickly may 15 bes in your Lives what 
You. 22 gen, 100 what you may here fad, 
of his Walk with GOD. 

May You have the Gracious Vii ts of your 
SAVIGU#R in your. Sorrows, as the weeping 
Sifters of Lazarus had; and feel the power ot 
his Words to Martha, and live upon them; 
Jes Us ſaid unto her, I am the Reſurrection aud 
tbe Life: He that believerh in me, tho he were 
deal yer ſhall be live: And whoſoever liveth aud 
Wee in me ſhall never die, 17 wiki they 


1e ; She in” unto bim, Tea 22 D. 1 
NIV von incezs! Friend 
TY Maar 6 N & very Humble Servant 


ys Benjamin Colman. 
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11349 ISAIAH: 


= pt n | 
Then Hezehiah turned bis face: gd p2 
the. Waltz: and prayed um „Lord, L 
andi ſaid, | Remember: now 0: Lord 2 
beſerch bee, bow I babe wee, 1 
thee in Truth, and with a perfekt heart, 


and haze done that abt is good in 


75 


171 


bs Keb And e „e. 


þ 1 c 


* 


HE Perſon here en, of was... 


1 ++ both . an One 
N + N | r — the R 7 ings of + Fel, and 17 
"i ne of the beſe of his. Eine. 


10 1 a wiſe and religious 
Niue, and God made him Mighty a Re- 
non d. As he was eminent and diſtin- 
13 7725 in i his Piety, 5 was he honeuf d and 


made 


/ & 


A Holy Walk 


Story now before = did in a particular 
manner 8 Caſe was now 


_y 
22 8 ſet 7A no (F in 0 


ck 
brot 2 
NO 


— to him, and n No doubt very 
niſhing tua all di Were about Very _ 


to the good H Prophee himſelf, whom it went 


neareſt” to, altho? he could not but do the 
Errand which God ſent him on with a ready 
Obedience and à profound- Reverence. It 
was an Amazing thing both d ta.the Prince 
and to all. his Servants, that now in the 
midſt, ol, his Days and. of his Prof perity 
and Gloxies; the Work « of Refordiatiin and 
the Reſtoration of Reli Do ſcarce finiſht by 


him, and in the midſt of his Triumphs | 
( if 


over the Blaſphemies of Rabſbakeb;” and in 
the deſtruction of the. Aſſyrian Army; 
indeed that Glorious Event of Providence 
was over before che time of this Sickneſs 
and Recovery of the King,) that on a 
ſudden a Prince ſo Foung, fo Pious, and 


who Rad Pegan to Reign 15 well} and had 


been hitherto: 10 remarkavly ound and 
huonour d 


: 2 


» It was a . furpriving 


by God; One that. was already a, 


nably very $i eat r 
more 0 0 


3 myſterious : 4 Providence was it, 
: E to 


3 Waite and divinely engaged. This Dar 
to us Ire the Foo Ps of Providence. very 
© often, in the wtimely Deceaſe ( as nature 
and ſenſe would 2 us to ſay.) of Excel- 
lent and Uſeful. Perſons. But 80 is 4 thing 
common to obſerve, and prov'd by frequent 
” Inſtances. every where, That neither 
* < Greatneſs or Goodneſs can exem t from 


but in the midſt of Life we are in Death. 
NE e very lately, aiab had been the > 


before GOD in Truth. 1 


"ow: 


Bleſſing to the Church of 


fe. the Pious in 9 2 1 


w ſtrange, how CES "a 


the e and to his Peaplettag 


NOW. in ſtantly prepare to Die, and 
5 Now d to finiſh. the Work he had ſo 
began, and. wherein his heart was ſo 


cc Sickneſ: (= ſore and mortal Sickneſſes; 


cc 


but now of heavy ydin to. him. 
64 et Ir el; ſcil. That his Bileale was in 
. Fre and without 2 Miracle 
„Would be certainly fatal; that therefore 
1 he. ſhould immediately ſet his heart and 
7 bal in Order 3 prepare to Die. 8 2 
8 NOW 


1 


. ˙ .] ²˙ Ü een 


op Hoh Walk 


Now"! one Torr relates _— and 

2 nl of this gracious Prince upon this 
ae from God unto him. He immedi- 

ately Tet A to do as he'was uy armed: 3 
and adviſed, . He received the Meſſage with 
Revet WR Faith and Fear: 181 He- 
xe lia noned bis fo toward the Wall, and | 
prayed*zo the Tord, and ſaid, Rem Remember now : 
(6, Lore 1 Beſcech thee, how I bave walked 
ot thee. in 1 2 and with 4 Perfect Heart, | 
c. il. 35 

1 ME Y 3-238 = 


. Hers Aferve, 
turned bis 55 unto the . all, of | 

A vain, a glittering, or à ſorrowſul 
World; which what had he row any more to 
do with ? He turned from it for he was to 


547 the place of Prayer, that th a 
pray towa is that place, accordin to the 
Letter of the Word which God , ſpake by 
Solomon” in the Dedication of! it; and as 
was the practice of Holy Men in thoſe yp 
and afterward. 2, 


” 1 * 0 5 * LAY a a „ 1 


1 to Death let him pray the more + fervently. 


we AE. Ik hu Ah... Hs a 
= * JF 2 256 4 * 4 mg 
* 9 . 


Returns of Prayer are Engagements and 
Encouragements to continue Inſtant in 
Prayer. The Sentence of Death paſs d upon 


might be Revers d it muſt be by Prayer. 
But whether it could be revers'd or no, 

2: © by Prayer he was to prepare for Death, 
and derive Strength and Grace from God 
2 to finiſh well. When Nathan told David 
once that his Child ſhould die, yet David 
© faſted and prayed till he ſaw it Dead, for 


before GOD in Truth, 3 


2. He prayed to the LORD. Is any afflifted, 
let him pray? Is any Sick, let him be 
pray d with and for; and let him pray 
tor him ſelf to be ſure; and it he draw nigh 


Haze kiah had been us d to pray, eſpecially 
in times of Danger, and he had experienced 
the wonderful power and prevalence of 
Prayer at ſuch Times. He had found 
(ſays Mr. Henry) that the Prayers of Faith 
bring in Anſwers of Peace; and happy 


him did not appear to him Abſolute and Ir- 
reverſible; and he knew well that if it 


ſaid he, —— Fo can tell whether God will 
be gracious to me, that it may yet live. Now 
Hezekiabh might remember that gracious Act 
of his Father David, and go upon the ſame 
principle, a * | D n 


3. We 


1 beſtecb thee O Lord. 


4 A Hol Walk - 


g. We have bis Prayer t. the Words: df it: 
and it was ſhort and ſweet and - very 
powerful; full of Grace,. and full of rt 
ion. In it I would obſerve, b 
1. The. Humility and Earneſtneſs of ir; OP I 

er is a be ech- 

ng God, of his on free Grace: and. for his 

— 3 Name ſake, to do that for us which 
our Needs do require, and which his Glory: 


may allow. The: Suppliant in beſeeching 


lies low before God, = he 1s: very Earneſt 
with him in his Petition or he oes not. 
beſeech at all. 

2. The Matter of his rarer. or the Peri- 


r ian it ſelf, Remember nom hom I have walled 


before I bes in truth, and with a perfect beart,, 


and bave done that which i is good in thy fight. 


A glorious and bleſſed Prayer fron: the 
mouth of a dying Man. 


' I, We need then that God ſhould e ; 
us, and we may then remember bim f all. © 


8 be has done for us, and wro't in us, and 
enabled us to do for his Name; and of all that. 
we further need, to be done for. us, Not that 
God: needs to be remembred of any thing, 
but he allows us to ſpeak to him after dur 
manner, and i is pleas d to ſe us bing 


bis Grace to us and our Needs befoxe. h im. 


Mere , — — 


5 2 | Can 


before GOD in Truth: | 7 


gan God forget his Saints ? and leaſt vf all 
min the Article of their Death 2 - Precious are 
| f N always in his Eyes, am moſt of, all 
: > then; wien they moſt of all need his 
3 Preſence Grdci and Help. Remember me 
om OTord, ſaicd the dying 1 Now in 
the Article of Death. Now. in the laſt cen 
© of Life, which is uſually. > dark ain 
and diſtreſſing, and always ſo. important a 
ſeaſon: When Nature is giving up, ſo great. 
2 Change is coming on, and the Unchangea-; 
ble Eternal World 18 to be entred into. A 
| ſpare me, or receive me. Now remember 
© Lord: thy render mercies and thy loving king 


{ | 2 1eſſes ; for they have been ever of old: Ke. 


member nos the ſins of e pow! nor my 2 
— | © gvofſins - According to thy mer e 
e * thou me, for rby: gbodneſs ſake, O Lord. 
2 <2; But als in particular would he now 
remember God of, and beg that God would 
remember with reſpect to im? Why, bow 
bie had walked before God.in-truth and. with a 
tt, |! perfett. beart;. and had dous that which mas 
t Good in his. br. e may humbly remem: 
„ ber before God, and we may confide in him 
r that he will- mereifully remember for. us, 
5 all the. Grade which he pleaſes to beſtow 


n us, and all Ahe Good that he a 


— —U—ẽ — — 


— — 


ö 
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8 A Holy Walk © ; 3) 


ene 1 _ wot all his —_ 
Dealings with us.. 0 . Nebem 4 
back 1 all that God had done fdr him, and 


all that he had Enabled him to do for God ä 


68 to do 5 all lis good Work in us; and a 
che good Works Aich by his Grace we 
perform to his Glory; all our holy; | 
cus 


and his People, and ſaid, Lord member in 


ding to it all, aud blut not but 
Ob Der He —— Faith that 
ould remember t not as werks 


75 teduſneſo done by biin, nor 1 foe? his 


Fer Good according 


cation” before - God and Accepta 
im; as if there were any — — 


Righteouſneſs in what be had dene; but 


for him, gave him Confidence tomard has! 
that he would/now remember. for. him: his: 
miſed Mercice 2 (to-his Wort! — 


bee in tis 1 5 
I. The Co hſcionee"rbac Hezekiah bod of 


own Fnegrity, Sinctrity and -Upyi 


much fot the'Modth'of a'finfob Man. But 


you nuſt underſtand them, as they ane —4 f 


Gott having wro't this in him and done this 


r | 


Baue in Trith\and with a perfor Hare, © 5, 
Thefe Words ſound high and may ſeem too 


4 "50 * 

„ * 

. Ed #* . 
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- 8 5. 5 


"KR. > 0. 9 i > SB Pore Wo OO 
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befire GOD n Truth, 9 


dieed meant, in a qualified ſonſe, comporting 
with the preſent ſtate of Man, wherein we 
are compaſs'd with infirmity and very de- 
fective in our beſt Attainments; As we know 
cebrtainly that Hezekiah was, and ſo were 
© Noah and Fob and David, of whom we read 
the like thing that their hearts were perfect 
with God, and this their perfection in his 
ſight 1s explain d with reſpect to them, as 
it is here with reſpect unto Hezekizh, to 
mean only Sincerity and Uprightneſs. So 
© Job was perfect and upright. So Hezekiahs 
© Druth and a perfect Heart are ſynonimous in 
the Text. So David walked in Iutegrity of 
= beart and in uprightneſs, 1 Kin. 9. 4. This is 
Evangelical Perfection, what the Covenant 
olf Grace in Chriſt requires, and all that the 


Grace of God raiſes his Children and Saints 


to in this Life. Sincerely and with a ho- 
2 neſt mind, humane frailty excepted; with 
= : 


| and by the Rule of God's Word, he had aim'd. 


a right intention, from a right principle, 


bis | and acted for his Glory. | | 
1 2. Obferve rhe Evidence which he bringy 


x 
Art. 


in proof of this bis ſincerity, an whereou ht 


too "builds his good hope and confidence concerning 


But 


in- 


* 


4 
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it: And that is bis holy Walk, aud ubing that 
which was good in Gods ſbt. Thus his F WR 
CG an 


EY 


10 A Holy Walk 


and Love wro't by works, and by works they 


were made perfect. This is God's Law to us 


and His Demand of us, Gen. 17. 1. Walk 


before me and be thou perfect. 1 Kin. 8. 61. 


Let your heart be perfef with the Lord our 
God, to walk in his ſtatutes and to keep his com- 


mandmentr. 9. 4. If thou wilt walk before me 


as David thy Father walked in integrity of heart 
and in uprightneſs, to do according to all that 


I have commanded thee, and wilt keep my ſta- 


tures and my judgments. Here is the ſure 


Trial of Uprightneſs, of Truth in the inward _ 
- part; the ſure Teſt of a perfect Heart. 


It was very true of Hezekiab that he had 


done the things that were right and pleaſing © 
in God's fight. He means particularly his 


Reſtoring and Supporting to his utmoſt the 
true Worſhip of God and Obedience to His 


Laws. See the 18 Chap. 3 ver. (& 22 Chap. 
2 ver.) Aſa and Fofiah did the like and left 
the ſame Character behind them thatHezekiah 
did. And it teaches us to look to our Lite I 
and Converſation that this be regular and 
exemplary; for if our hearts be right with 


God, our walk will be ſo before Him. 40 


Wherefore if we live in the Spirit, let us alſo 
walk-1n the Spirit; and if ye call upon the © 

Father, who wit bout reſpe of Perſons judgeth 1 
8 according 


* ; 
* 
A 
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y © according to every mans works, paſs the time of 
Four ſojourning bere in fear. 
3. Hezekiah makes his dying Appeal to God 
a the Witneſs of his Sincerity, and his Judge. 
GB Remember O Lord ( ſays he) how I have 
- walked before thee and in thy fieht. This 
ewas a very ſolemn and awful thing, and hap- 
+ © Py the Perſon that can do it humbly and 
t Feartily when he comes to die. God that 
z- made us knows us thoroughly, better than 
e we know our ſelves. He is greater than our 
qd hearts and knows all things. We can only 
ſay before Him, ſo far as we know our own 
d hearts. To Him we muſt refer the Explo- 
g ration, and to His Infallible Judgment (who 
1s is Supream, Omniſcient and moſt True) we 
ie muſt ſtand, Pal. 139. ult. Search me O God 
is and know my heart, try me and know my tho te, 
p, and ſee if there be any wicked way in me. We 
fr may be deceived in our ſelves, but God can- 
% not be deceived, nor can he deceive us. Jer. 
17. 9,10. The heart ic deceitful above all things 
and deſperately wicked,who can know it? Ithe Lord 
th ſearch the heart, Itry the reins, to give every man 
n. according to his ways, & according to the fruit of 
ſo big Doings, The perfect heart ſets God ever 
he Preſent * its eye, and it ſelf ever under 
;þ His Eye; it ever acts with an eye towards 
12 3 GC 2 God, 
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God, and walks as before His Face. 80 L 


David inſtructed & charged Solomon, 1 Chron-· 
28. 9. Aud bon Solomon my fon, know thou the 
Sad of thy Father, and ſer ve bim with a per- 
fect heart, & with a willing mind : for the Lord 
fearcheth all hearts, and underſtandeth all the. 


imaginations of :the tho'ts, Now to be able 


to refer it to this All-ſeeing, Heart-ſearching 
God , and to ſay — Remember how Thave 


walked before thee in truth., What a glo- 
rious thing is it, and what a glorious dying, 
Fniſbing AF is it? Ts 

4. This good King pleads it wow with God in 
a dying bour; be makes a humble mention. of it, 
and uſeth it as an Argument: Lord remember 
am I beſeech thee how I have walked before thee. 
Thus we may come even to his Seat and fill 


our mouths with. Arguments. Yea in our 


darkeſt hours, and under the ſevereſt Meſla- 
ges which He ſends to us in the whole courſe 


and diſpenſation of His Providence we may 


do ſo. Even if He ſlay us, we may open our 


mouth to plead with him. And this Pes 
here becomes tlie mouth of every Saint that 
is able to uſe it, while he lives and when he 
comes to die. There is no pride, no boaſting 
in it; to acknowledge to God what He has 
done for our Souls. No, be it told and known * 

8 4 to jt 
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B 
to the honour of free Grace that wro'tt it: 


Mt Ir but Chriſt in me. 


Death paſs'd upon him. 
that God would at this time-give him his Liſs 


i the Hue: of the. Lend, & IT wi 
why ey Fifteen Tears, 


before GO D in Truth, 18 


Be it ever kept in 
Remembrance, and be it an occaſion de- 


cently mentioned in Prayer, by the happy 
(happy) Child of God for bis own comfort. 


Be it his Rod and his Staff in all the dark 


hours of his Pilgrimage, and in the darker” 


Valley of the ſhadow of Death at the end there- 


of: Remember now O Lird ] beſeech thee-bow- 
I bave &c. Thus Hezekiab gave Glory: 


to 
God, and comforted himſelf, and begg'd for 


this Life. 


But beyond all this, it is plain that Heae- 


kiah means by this plea to move God to 
ſpare him, and grant him a Reprie ve from 


the preſent Execution of the Sentence of 


The Argument is 


at his. Petition, So we are to underſtand him, 
for ſo God did, and accordingly anſwer d 


him; for before Iſniab was gone out into the 
niiddle of the Court the Word of the Lord 
came to him, ſaying, Turn again and tell He- 
= 2zekiab the Captain 
re Lord, be God of D. you thy Father, I have 
beard thy Prayer, I ba ve ſeru thy tears ʒ bebold - 

WI will Deal . 


„y People ; Ibus ſaith 


the third day thou 41 20 up 
add unto + 


But 
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But you will ſay to me, How was this a 
plea with God for the ſparing and prolonging 
of Hezekiahs Life? It was a very good Ar- 

ment why he fhould chearfully die, reſign, 

w his head and give up the Ghoſt ; it was 
eno* to make him willingly and gladly com- 
mit his going Spirit into the hands of God 
as a faithful Creator. It would have made 
him ſay, one would have thought, Lord take 
me then, take me quickly ! I am ready tobe 
offered, and the time (the bleſſed time) of 
my Departure is come; 1 have fought a good 
gl, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the 
Faith; Hencef orth there is laid up for me aCrown 
of Righteouſneſs: à brighter and richer and 
more noble Crown than what I have worn 
on Farth; and a more glorious Throne than 
that I go from, But what can this 
Plea mean, — Iheſeech thee O Lord remem- 
ber how I bade walked before thee in truth and 


with a perfect heart; and therefore Lord don't 


cut me off now, but ſpare me a little 

longer? | 
To this I anſwer in ſhort, that ( accor- 
ding to the ſenſe of many great Expoſitors ) 
I take his meaning to be this, that he had 1» 
Sen, no Feir to ſucceed him in the Throne; 
and he could not tell how to reconcile it = 
s the 
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before GOD in Truth. 15 
the Covenant & Promiſe which God had made 


with David and his Seed the Kings of Judah. 

For Manaſſeh the Son and Sede of Heze- 

 kiah was not born till Three Years after this 
© Sickneſs and Recovery to which our Text 
relates. Wherefore Hezetiab being yet 


Childleſs, and receiving ſuch a Meſſage that 


he muſt now die and not live any longer; 
he pleads with God how this could conſiſt 
with his Covenant Promiſe to David and his 


Sons, the Kings of Judab, of which Line the 
Aeſſiab was to Spring; or at leaſt he pleads 
that the Promiſe might not fail in bim; ſeein 


that he could appeal to God that he ha 


walked before Him in Truth, &c. 
This was the Condition in particular of 


the Corenant of Royalty given unto David, 


and tohis Seed his Succeſſors in the Kingdom 
of Judah, whereof Hezekiah was one; and 
it behoved him to be able to plead that 
Condition in ſome meaſure anſwer'd on his 
part: 1 Kin. 8. 25. Therefore now Lord God 


of Iſrael, keep with thy Servant David my Fa- 


© ther that thou promiſeſt him, ſaying, There {hall 


not fail thee a man in my ſight to fit on the 


Throne of Iſrael ; ſo that thy children take heed 


to their way, and that they walk before me as 


be walked, Well, Hezekiah had ſo walked 


thro 
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thro' Grace, and no doubt but it is this . 
venant f God to David and his Seed which he 


remembers now before God; and might 


have added upon 1t,— And nom, O God of 
Iſrael, let thy word I pray thee be werified which 
thou ſpakeft unto thy Servant David my Father, 
1. e. Concerning his Seed and his Family, © 
And you muſt add this further Conſidera- 
tion upon this matter, That if he died with- © 
out a Son, not only was he cut off as toany 
Poſterity from the Succeſſion to the Throne 
of Judah, but alſo from being one of the Proge- 


nitors of the Meſſiah according to the Fleſh. - : 


An honour and felicity by far greater than 
a Temporal Crown in the opinion of ſo re- 
ligious a Prince. For this Reaſon he might 
plead here ſo earneſtly to live a little lon- 7 
ger; and for this he might weep ſore. 

Which is the Fourth and laſt Thing to be 
conſidered in the Text. 

4. Tohis fervent Prayer this pious dying King 
added many tears, And Hezekiah wept ſore | 
What did he weep ſo for? Was it that he 
was going to Heaven? Was it that he had 
liv'd and reign'd ſo well on Earth ? Was it 
that he had the Conſcience of his Integrity) 


in ſo great & good a Degree as he expreſſes? 1 


Did his happy peace and comfort conſtrain 7 
Tears 


= ſome happy Meaſures of Joy. 
= not utter 
= ſink, What is ſtrange is that there could be 
ſo great a mixture and meaſure of Sorrow. 


before GOD in Truth, 


Tears of Joy? Truly his tears were not 
= without a Mixture of bleſſed Hope, and 


He could 


eſe Words and yet deſpond or 


ut Expoſitors have collected many Reaſons 


"$ of this good Kings Tears, and thofe ſuch as 


became his Piety as well as might alſo infer 
Infirmity. It might grieve him to die wirth- 


out Tſue, as I ſaid before, and that the En- 


tail of the Crown muſt be cat off from him 


as to any Son to ſucceed him: of this it may 
be he was too fond, and ſuffer'd enough for 


it (had heliv to ſee it) in the prodigious 
impiety of his Son. 


It might grieve him 


more yet becauſe by this Sentence of Death 
* the Aſeſiab was not to ſpring from his loins ; 
which was the laſt honour and dignity that 
the Pious Dau ters and Godly Kings of Judah 


were ambitious of. He might weep ſore on 


ſuch a ſudden and ſurprizing Summons 


from the natural dread of Death which is com- 
mon to Man; and becauſe it might look to 


him as a ſharp . and a Threatningfull 
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pleaſure from his Gra- 


cCious God and Father whom he had defir'd 


not re- 


to ſckve, while he livd; and could 
| e 1 a | collect 
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voke' him thus to ſhorten his days, and cut 
off his Life with a ſtroke. He ſet himſelf 
therefore to think what he had done, and 
* as not conſcious to himſelf of any groſs 
Exorbitances in the courſe of his Life; but 
pleads before God his U) % ph in the 
main. He fear'd left he had incurr'd the 
Wrath of his Heavenly Father, and with a 
filial Reverence went apon the ſearching out 


the cauſe and reaſon of it. Moreover, be 


hope of Eternal Liſæ was not ſo clearly reveal 4 
70 the Old Teſtament Saints, and it is no won- 
der if they were not ſo ready and eaſy to 
leave this World as the New-Teflament Saints 


have been; who are begot 10 4 more lively bope 


of the Incorruptible Inberitance by the Reſſurrecti- 
on and Revelation of Feſus Chriſt. Beſides, 
the-Crowns and Thrones of Princes are tempting 


things, and the moſt pious of them in all 


Generations are pt. to have their hearts too 
much pleas'd in their Earthly Portion. But 


principally methinks this religious Prince 
might weep for his People, aud the meat 
Aiſtracted and bazardous ftate wherein he was © 
lite to leave the Church and State both.  Reli- | | 
gion, which was juſt reviy d a little unde his 
Infſuence and Authority, he might fear w 5 = 
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he had reſcu d them. He might know almoſt 
that after his Deceaſe they would relapſe to 
their Idols, and the true God would be again 
forſaken, and ſo Wrath totheuttermoſt come 
upon [ſrae/. As a Father of his People he 


for he was a very render Prince, and the Inte- 
reſt of God lay very near his heart. 


together might Hezekiab weep ſore; and there 


ment to his princely or gracious ſpirit. Let 
his Prayer interpret his Tears, ſays Mr. 
Hen, and we find nothing that Wen him 
- * under that fear of Death which has either 
Bondage or Torment. Surely it is good 
to die thus: So let me die, and my laſt End 
be like this. 


He might expect that the A rian War would 
return, and might fear Inteſtine Wars at 

home, from ſtrifes about a Succeſſion; and on 
= the proſpect of ſuch Evils, from which he was 


= tor which I would now make ſome Excule, 
but that it may be I never bro't you before 


before GOD in Truth, 19 


die again, and the people degenerate and 
apoſtatiae again into 1dolarry ; Tram which 


wept for the Ruine impending over them. 


to be taken, he might be almoſt Overwhelm'd ; 


For one or other, or all of theſe Reaſons 


was cauſe eno far it without any diſparage- 


I have beenjthus long in Opening the Text, 


2 4 
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a more proper, full and teaching Sermon, I 


* 
1 


I. That a Dying Hour will ſoon come upon 
it may be very ſudden and ſurprixing, even to 


the beſt and moſt prepared. Death will ſhortly 
bring the Meſſigs and ſerve the Summons 


50 with him, if we do not get ready now 
eforehand for his coming to us. He has 
neither reſpect to Age, nor Piety, nor out- 
ward Condition: he obſerves no Ceremony 
with one more than another, but calls at the 
Palace- door, as he does at the Cottage, Come 


ther bas he power in the day of Death, & there 
7s uo diſcharge in that war: Wickedneſs cannot 


have no time now to enlarge on the Do#rinal 5 
Meter and Obſervations T had intended to 
have ſpoken to from the Words, which are 


every one of us, the Greateſt and the Leaſt, ant 


on us, Set thy Houſe and get thy Heart in Or- 
der, for thou muſt Die and not Live. What 
warning he may give us we know not; it 
may be none; nor any time to prepare to 


away thou Mortal! and go he muſt, whoever * 
he be, Old or Young, the Strong Manor the 
Weakling, Rich or Poor, Bond or Free, High © 
or Low, Good or Bad: for there is % mar © 
that hath power over the ſpirit to retain it, nei: 
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. deliver thoſe that are given to it, neither has 
= Vertue, Piety, Uſetulneſs any exemption 
from its Arreſt and Stroke : Ve ſee that wiſe 
men die, alſo the fool and the brutiſh perſon 
= periſh : What man is he that liveth and ſhall 
not ſee death, ſhall he deliver his foul from the 
band sf the Grave? There is not another 
= thing ſo known and certain as the Certainty 
of our dying within a little time, and the 
= Uncertainty of the time when or the man- 
ner how; and yet there is not again a thing 
of any Importance to us ſo little realiz'd and 
ſo Hard to realize, fo little conſidered, ſo 
= little fear'd and prepar'd for. In this reſpect 
= the miſery of Man is great upon bim: Not fo 
much becauſe he muit Die as that he wont 
be brought to think ſeriouſly of it. Eccl.9.1 2. 
For man alſo knoweth not his time : As the fiſpes 
gare taken in an evil net, and as the birds that 
are caught in the ſnare ; ſo are the ſons of men 
© ſnared in an evil time, when it falleth ſudden- 
= ty upon them. But whether Men will think 
or no and prepare for the coming of Death, 
= that will not ſtay a moment beyond its ap- 
pointed time, nor can they continue one mo- 
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ment after it: Job 11. 10. If be cut off, and 
= ſhut up, and gather together; then wh» can bin- 
= der him © for he ſeetb vain men; he ſceth wick- 
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edneſs alſo ; will le not then conſider it > The © 
Sovereignty of God is eminent in this mat: 
ter. Job 34. 13,14,&c. I ho bath given him a « 
ebarge over the Harth ? or who hath diſpoſed *: 
the whole World? F be jet his heart upon man, 
of be gather unto himſelf bis ſpirit & bis breath ; ©: 
ell fleſh ſhall periſb together, and man ſhall tur. 1 
ain unto digt. In a moment they die, anl 
people ſhall be tronbled at miduight & paſs 1 
eway, and the Mighty fball be taken away witb- | 
out hands : for bis eyes ave upon the ways of © . 
of 
7 
8 
8 
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man, and be ſeeth all bis goings, 


fearing fide. Otis a trying time both to 12 
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at- a dark and melancholly Scene to the minds 
% of Men to contemplate. Yer the Spirit of a 
4 Man may get above all this, becauſe it is 
n, the common and univerſal lot of Mankind, 
5; and what muſt of neceſſity be ſubmitted to. 
„, But Religion adds to the Terrors of Death, 
nd ſhewing it as the righteous and fearful Punith- 
aſs ment of Sin, and the dreadful Curie of a 
h- Holy God againft it; and not only fo, but 
of Religion ſhews it as only the beginning of 
the blackneſs of Darknefs to the Wicked: 

= After Death the Judgment: The pale Horſe 

as and Hell following it. The fting of Death is 
mz Sin, and the Curſe of God out againſt the 
„ Sinner is like the Gh that paſs'd before 
: 2 Eliphax, and made all his Bones to ſhake and 
eſt the bair of his head to ſtand up. The Wicked 
re is thus driven away in bis Wickedneſs, and tho 
ns tbe Righteous hath hope in his Death, yet in 
en his beſt hopes it may be exceeding awful to 
he kim to remember that Glorions and Fearful 
to 3 Name the Lord his God, and to conſider him- 
ry ſelf on the brink of the Erernal World ; and 
11s going to appear before his Holy Fudge. The 
ſps thing is of that vaſt Moment and Conſe- 
10 quence, the 3 fore us is ſo amazing 
are 4 One, and our beſt Preparations are ſo poor, 
a that no wonder if a ſober ſerious _ 1 
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filled with utmoſt concern and diſtreſs. Let 
us by frequent previous Meditation on that 
coming hour, ſeriouſly realize to our ſelves 
bow it will appear to us; and by a timely | 
Preparation therefor make it ſafe and peace- 
ful. I go on therefore to a Third 0h erva- © 
tion. 5 

III. That the Teſtimony of Conſcience to our 
Integrity and Uprightneſs in our Walk with God, 
and that we have aim d to do thoſe things that 
are pleaſing in His Sight will then be found our © 
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ſweeteſt comfort, and moſt ſure ſupport. So He- 44" 
zekiah found it, having this living hope in bis © 
dying momen's, Lord remember bow I batte 
walked before thee in Truth, &c. This is ow © | 
Rejoycing while we live and when we come to 


dic, That in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not: 
with fleſbly wiſdom but by the Grace of God we 
dave our Converſation in the World, 2 Cor. 
I. 10. O how fhall we need this Witneſs to 
ſtand by us when Death comes to look us in 
the face. IF our bearts then condemn us not we 
have peace with God; it is the Teſtimony of 
GOD Fimſelf in us and for us. It is more than 
tenThouſand Witneſſes about us, or the Teſti- 7 
mony of Men and AngMs; the witueſs of God % 
is Greater, our Conſciences bearing us witneſs in 
tbe Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of God wilnaſing with © 
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= 3 . 5 
et on Spirit. It is the Office of the Holy Spi- 


at 


an 
ti- 


rit, and under him the Office of Conſcience, 


to comfort the Godly. God has com miſſio- 
ned Conſcience to be his Vice gerent in us 
Honour and Majeſty has He put upon him, 
and he is a Sovereign Comforter. I he giveth 
quiet neſe, and his fadement be according to 
Truth, then who can give trouble? It is as 
= Chriſt ſaid to His Diſciples, Joh. 16. 22. Tour 
Heart ſball rejoyce, and your joy no man taketh 
From you. Let ten Thouſand falſe Witneſſes 
riſe up againft the Saint, let Satan ſuggeſt a 
; Thoufand 

darts, he that has his own Conſcience on 
his fide may face and deſpiſe them all; as 
St. Paul at the Bar (a Priſoner and arraigned 
as a Criminal) earneſtly beheld his Judges 
and faid, — Men and Brethren I hade lived 
in all good Conſcience unto this day, Act. 23. 1. 
Which of his Judges had an equal ſerenity of 
mind & countenance as he had that Moment! 
= doubtleſs they bebeld as it were the face of 
an Angel. A good Conſcience may not only 
give a Man boldneſs to look Death in the 
= tace undaunted, but alſo a humble confi- 


Accuſations and fhoot all his fiery 


'04 dence before the Son of Man; great boldneſs 
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iu the Faiththro' this Life, and boldneſs in 
= 7he day of Judgment. 1 Joh. 4. 17. For Conſci- 
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_ ence being the Subſtitute of our Judge, His 
Authoriz'd Repreſentative, and abſolving in 
His Name and from His Word, what can 
more aſſure a Perſon ; that when He ſhall ap- 
pear we may have Confidence, and not be aſhamed 
before Him at His Coming, 1 Joh. 2.28, This 
miniſters to us our Cordials in our Sickneſs, | 
and makes our Bed ſoft and eaſie to us, and 
pours Oil into our Wounds ; and chaſes away 
the ſhades of Death, and brightens our laſt © 
Moments ; giving us peace in our End, if 
not Enabling us to expire Triumphantly. 
Our Friends ſtand by helpleſs in a dying 
hour, and our Worldly circumſtances profit 
not, but a friendly Conſcience then is to a 
Man like an Angel of the Lord ſtrengthening © 
bim in the Agonies of Nature, and ſays to 
him, Fear not; thou haſt been 2 good aud 
Faithful Servant and the Foy of thy Lord is 
before thee. 

But if we would look for this Refreſhment 
in a dying hour from the Teſtimony of 
Conſcience, let us reverence it now, and 
hearken to its Voice and be Obedient to it. 
Let us now keep a good Conſcience, void of 
offence toward God and Man; let us take 
care not to defile and wound it, not to do it 
outrage, nor ſhow it any negle& and diſ- 

reſpect ; 2 
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reſpect; let us get it purged and pacified 
* ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience in the Blood 


of Chrift, cleanſed and healed by renewing 


. Grace, and by Faith which purifies the Soul; 
and then we may be always Confident, and 
oll faſt the Rejoycing of hope firm to the End. 


There is yet One more Obſervation T have 


© eo make, and fo I ſhall draw to a cloſe: it 
is this, 


IV. That where there is this good Teſtimony 


, Conſcience for a Man in ſome happy degree, 
as he draws near to Death, never the leſs there 
may be à pretty ſtrong deſire of Life, fears to 

Die, and tears at the Approach 
© Diſſolution. 

Wonderful inſtance of ſomethin 
for altho' he was able to Pray ſo comforta- 


of a happy 


Hezekiah was a ſtrange and 
like this; 


bly in the proſpect of Approaching Death, 


yet he meant it very much as a Prayer for 
a further time of Life if it might pleaſe God 
to grant him his Petition; for tho' we ma 

allow that he was not Afraid to Die, yet it 18 
= very manifeſt that he was very deſirous to 
= Live longer, and as he Pray'd for this he 


= wept ſore, 


The deſire of Life is in it ſelf Natural and 


7 3 Innocent, if it be with entire Submiſſion tg 


7 the 
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the Sovereign Will of God. JAfoſes begg'd © 
earneſtly of God in that matter for himſelf, © 
till God bid him ſay no more to Him of it. And 
our Glorious Lord Himſelf deprecated His 
Cup, with a perfect Innocence of that Nature 
of ours which He aſſumed, Fatber if it may © 
not paſs away from me except I drink it, ly 
will be done : Not as I will but as thou wilt. 
For the Joy before Him He endured the 
Croſs and deſpiſed the ſhame ; yet He ſweat * 
as it were drops of Blood in the exceeding © 
Sorrows of His Soul, and offer d up Prayers 
and Supplications with ſtrong crying aud tears, 
unta him that was able to ſave him from Death, 
and was heard in that He feared, Heb. 5. 7. 
This He did 2% He were à Son, the Only-be- 
gotten and Beloved Son in whom God was 
well pleaſed ; and how much more may an 
Adopted Child of God meet his Deceaſe with 
fear and trembling. 
Mature will ſtruggle and reluct againſt the 
Diſſolving the Union between Soul & Body. 
It is Humane to feel this, for the Body is a a 
rt of us; and we are to leave ſo many 
od Relations and Friends behind us ſtill in 
the Body, who have been our Delight or are 
our Care; who as it were twine about the de- 
parting Spirit by their Intereſt in its affecti- 
A | R | ons, 


5 
is it barely humane, but Religion enters alſo 


the living; T ſhall behold man no more with the 
© Inhabitants of the World, ver. 10, 11. That is 
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ons, and endeavour to hold it back, and en- 
treat its ftay with their flowing Tears. Nor 


in this natural exerciſe of our affections, and 
inſenſibly mixes with it; as the Writing of 
Hezekiab ſhows when he was recover'd of his 
Sickneſs: ——T ſaid in the cutting off my days, 
T ſhall go to theGates of the Grave, I am deprived 


of the reſidue of my years : T ſaid T fhall nat ſee 
the Lord, even the Lord any more in the land of 


to ſay, He had not only his Domeſtic cares 
and his affections to his Family to break thro'; 
but his ſuperiour love to and the pleaſure he 
had taken in the Communion of Saints here 
below, and the Aſemblies of the Worſhippers of 
God, thoſe Excellent Ones of the Earth in 


whom was all his Delight; with whom he had 


had ſweet fellowſhip, and gone unto the 
Houſe of God in Company; leading them 
thither, and ſpeaking comfortably to them 


there. But at laſt we are too Senſitive and 
Earthly, and need to get a clearer & ſtronger 
= fight of the Heavenly Canaan, and of oue 
= Evidences alſo of our part therein, ſo as to 


= defire to depart; and yet even then too it may. 
appear tous, as it did to Hezokiab and to Paul 
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that to abide in the fleſh for a while longer 
may be needful on many Accounts, if God 
N good. 
us not wonder then if we ſee ſome of 
the brighteſt for real Grace and Goodneſs, 
under cloudy Fears and Apprehenſions when 
they come to Die, and that they diſſolve in 
Tears before God, before whom they have 
walked .in truth and with a perfect heart. 
Let it not ſtumble us to hear them pray, — 
O take me not away in the midſt of my days, 
——O ſpare me that I may recover ſtrength 
before I go hence and am no more. But you 
muſt allow for the invincible Infirmity, as 
well as Modeſty and Humility of many gra- 
cious Souls; and remember too that we 
have a reſtleſs Adverſary who will be buſie 
about us in our laſt hours, to diſreſt our 
Souls and ſhake that Faith which he can ne- 
ver make to fail. Beſides that Doubtings 
may prevail at times, Grace being but 
weak and imperfect in the beft of God's 
Children, and their aſſurances and comforts 
not always equal. Nay Grace it ſelf inclines 
us to fear, both as it is the ſafe ſide, and 
moſt expreſſive of that Humiliation which 
becomes a Sinner. The Scripture always di- 
| recs us to it; that we be not bigh-minded but 
$5 R fear, 
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gar, that having a Promiſe left us of entring 
— Reſt we fear 0 we ſeem to come ſhort of it. 
And bleſſed is the man that feareth always, 
But the Hopes of the Righteous prevail above 
their Fears, and not only keep them from 
actual unbelief, diſturſt and deſpondeney, but 
praying, waiting, wreſtling and caſting them- 
{elves upon Sovereign Grace and Mercy to 
ſave them. 

Let this teach us neither to judge hardly 
of thoſe who may die in darkneſs, after an 
exemplary and holy Walk with God; Nor 
yet to int and give up our Hopes and reli- 
ance on the Merits and Mercies of our Savi- 
our ſhould it come to be our own Lot. 


I have finiſh'd, in a brief and general 
manner, the Meditations I would at this time 
Offer on theſe ſerious and wei'ty Heads 
which I have named from my Text: A dy- 
ing hour is a very Awful time; We ſhall. 
greatly need then the Teſtimony of our 
Conſciences that we have walked before God 
in truth and with a perfect heart, and have 
aim ꝭd to do thoſe things that are pleaſing in 
His ſight; and happy the Perſon who can 
then make ſuch an Appeal unto his Fudge be- 
fore whom he is going to appear: But ne- 
Ver 
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ver the leſs there may be a ſtrong defre of 

.. Life, and fears to Die, and rears at the Ap- 
proach of Death, after a moſt upright Life, 
an idſt very comfortable Reflections 
thereon. 


And now I need ſcarce tell you the Occa- 
fox of the preſent Meditations, or how much 
they anſwer unto the Upright Life and 
Lamented Death of the late Excellent 
GROVE HIRST Eſq; whom we have 
followed with fo much ſorrow unto his Grave 
this laft Week. I efteem him to have 
been ſo bright an Example in his Day of un- 
common Piety, and an Extrordmary Walk | 
with God, that I can't forbear commending 
him to the imitation of Survivors, and give Þ 
Glory unto God who was pleasd by His 
Grace to diſtinguiſh him among us. 4 

My Knowlege of him began in London, 
where I had cecaſion to obſerve his Vertue and 
Modeſty, and reverend Regards to Religion; 
but by a long and- intimate Acquaintance 
with him ſince, that eſteem and affection 
which began beyond Sea has grown into 
Endearment and Reyerence ; on the ac- 
count of his conſpicuous Gootnels, Sanctit 7 
and Devotion. {1 8 
n 7 
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He had a very tender Conſcience from his 
Youth, and when the Hirit of God made 
His fir ſt Efeftual Impreſſions on his tender 
Heart, he produced a very uncommon Bro- 
kenneſs, and ſuch an abiding holy fear and 
mourning under the ſenſe of Sin and deſerv d 
Wrath, as kept him pale for I think Tears 
together. His heart was as it were ſmitten 
and withered like Graſs,ſo that he forgat to eat 
his Bread; and by reaſon 7 the voice of bis 
Groaning, bis Bones clave to bis Skin. But he 
afterward taſted the Comforts and Joys of 
Religion, and has long ſince been a chearful 
Chriſtian. | 3-19 Sl. 

From our firſt Aſſembling for the Worſhip 
of God in this Place he Joyn'd himſelf to us, 
and has conſtantly adher'd to us, even after 
the Settlement of ſo Excellent a Brother as 
Mr. Sewall, in the Paſtoral Office over a 
Nei bouring Congregation, - which was the 
higheſt Telimony of his ſingular Regards to 
us ; But more admirable yet it was 1n Mrs. 
flirſt to the Day of her Sickneſs and Death. 
And God made him a ſingular Ornament to 
this Church, and if our Miniftry may have 
ſerv'd under the Bleſſing of the Holy Sirit to 
the Forming and for the pertecting of ſuch 
2 Saint, it is a Seal = 2 Reward for e 

| ree 
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Free Grace is to be much acknowledged and 
adored. - Much of our Beauty and Spiritual 
Glory is fallen in him, and our Honour laid 
in the duſt; which the Father of Lights and 
the God of the Spirits of all Fleſh only can re- 
pair and reſtore, | 

He ever preſerv'd and exhibited an awful 
Reverence of GOD,' a mighty ſenſe of the 
evil of Sin, and a dreadful Fear of the Di- 
vine Wrath: a firm perſwaſion of the Divine 
Truth, a fixt belief of the Doctrines of Re- 
vealed Religion, and a conſcientious Regard 
unto the whole Law of God: a reverend 
ſenſe of the Juſtice and Sovereignty of God, 
and à profound Submiſſion to His holy Will. 
© He-walk'd cloſely, evenly and fieddily 
with God in Secret, and redeem'd much time 
to be alone: He ſpent his redeemed hours 
in theſe hisRetirements, as appears from his 
Papers, ſome few of which remain) in pious 
Meditation, Self- Examination, Reading and 
Writing; and one would wonder where he 
found Time and Spirits for one half of what 
he did in this kind, after the diligent La- 
bours wherein he ſpent his days: But he 

carefully ſav'd bi. Evenings, and ſometimes 
Devoted a'whole Day to make his Humilia- 
tions and Supplications to his God ; and 15 
— = wo = 
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he had a wonderful facility in Vriting and 
an uncommon Order and Eaſineſs of think- 
ing, and a readineſs of expreſſing his mind per- 
tinently, ſo he wrote.down for his own Re- 
view, and to revive the impreſſions on, his 
own mind, what paſs'd between God and 
his own Soul. Nay in theſe his folemn 
hours of Retirement he ſometimes wrote 
down for himſelf Forms of Prayer wherein to 
ſpread a particular caſe before God, which he 
bappily drew up with a ſingular Pertinency 
and Solemnity, and then doubtleſs ſpread 
them before God, and on his knees pray'd 
them over with what further additional Sup- 
plications it pleaſed God to move him unto 
and aſſiſt him in. 7 
He delighted much in Reading, and his 
Bible and Practical Treatiſes in Divinity 
were his profitable and pleaſant Study, where- 
by the Work of Sanctification was greatly ad- 
vanced in him from day to day. He collected 
a fine Library of ſuch Authors, to the number 
of about Two Hundred Books, many of them 
in Folio, and tew (if any) of them were 
there which he had not carefully read thro, 
By this means he made great Attainments in 
Knowlege, as well as in true Goodneſs ; and 
of the gracious Pſalmiſt might 
F 2 5 
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be applied to him; Pfal. 119. 97;/98. O how 
FT love thy law! it is my meditation all the day: 
thou thro” thy Commandments haſt made me 
wiſer than mine enemies, for they are ever with 
me : I have more underſtanding than all my 
Teachers, . for thy Teftimonies are 'my medi- 
vation. . LGC 

He was very ſtrict and exact in the Sancti- 
fication of the Lord Day, and in his Prepa- 
rations for the Holy Table of Chrift ; but with- 
al ſo tender and ſcrup'lous and jealous over 
himſelf with a Godly fear and jealouſie, that 
ſometimes when he had been moſt ſolewn in 
his Preparations, yet his fears reſtrain'd him 
from partaking of the Childrens Bread. This 
was his Inf6rnz:ty, and he is not to be imitated 
in it: but yet it were much to be with'd 
that the Error of Profeſſor in this Age were 
rather on this ſide, an over-ſtrict and not a 
too lax regard to the Sacred Inſtitutions of 
our Saviour, | f 

How grave and ſerious he was in the Pub- 
lick Worſhip of God's Houſe, and what a 
Lover of it, we are all Witneſſes: Alas, that 
we are to ſee his grave and gracious Face no 
more among us in theſe Holy Duties! But 
the private Worſhip of his Houſe was alſo 
very conſtant and Solemn. The Order and 
„%% heed hogs 6 Fete Government 
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Government of his Family was very ſtrict 
and exact, yet manag'd with a mild and 


gentle hand. His Children were in Subjecti- 


on with all Gravity, yet under the mildeſt 
and ſofteſt Rein. Great were the Pains by 
took with them, in inſtructing them an 
watching over them, praying for them, ad- 
moniſhing, charging, reproving, and encou- 
raging them as there was occaſion. For 
them he earneſtly deſir'd to live, if it had 
been the Will of God, and to His Covenant 
Mercy he chearfully and folemnly commit- 
ted them : and we truſt that his fervent 
Prayers and Bleſſings will come upon the 
dear Orphans, and the gracious Spirit that 
was in their Parents reit upon them. He 
was al fo a wiſe and careful Maſter to his 
Servants, and very ſolicitous for their Spi- 
ritual Good, and happy was it for /ome that 
ever they came under his Roof, and all that 
did ſo owe much to God for the Example of 
bright Piety and Goodneſs which they had 
in him, and the Means they had there for 
their Eternal advantage. | | 
He was a good Nez bour, and a ſingular 
Friend on the beſt Principles, ſcil, thoſe of 
Vertue and ftrict Godlineſs: For as he hated 
Vice in others and would not fit with the 
. | wicked, 
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wicked, ſo he was a lover of Good Men, ſober, 


Juſt, holy, temperate, holding faſt the faithful 


Word. He was Lr in Converſation, 
hearty and cordial, obliging and ready to 
ſerve his Friend: ſincere in his eſteem of 
others, free in declaring it in their abſence, 
but very cautious ( as I have -obſerv'd with 
pleaſure ) of ſaying any thing to their faces 
that might look like flattery. 


Hie was a Perſon of great Induſtry and 


Diligence; whom no Man could tax with 
Idleneſs or want of Application to his proper 
Buſineſs ; whether it were in his Store houſe, 
or in his Prblick Truſts, or in his Family 
Cares and Duties. Let the Town ſay what 
his Cares of the Poor were, of whom for di- 
vers Years, he was choſen an Overſeer z and 
2 very faithful and labortous One he was, 
beſtowing a great portion of his time and 
tho'ts on them and tor them ; tender of the 
Vertuous among them, ſevere to the Vicious, 
with whom alſo (to my knowlege ) he pri. 
vately took pains to conyince them of their 
fin and folly, and recover them from the Er- 
ror of their ways. Hewas indeed à declared 
Enemy of Vice and Immorality, and when he 
was nam'd for and put into the Commiſſion for 
rem 
* 204 PI1Z | 
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priz d him, being altogether unſo't by him 
and unexpected) this was the Great Reaſon 
that prevail'd with him to take the Oath, as 
his private Papers declare, the Power that 
Providence put into his hand for the ſup- 
preſſing open Wickedneſs and Prophaneſs. 
And immediately therefore he applied him- 
ſelf to get knowlege in the Law; and he 
ſuddenly made ſome good Proficiency in it; 
for he conſcienciouſly bent his mind to it as 
his duty, made diligent Enquiries of ſome 
that were Learned; and being naturally in- 
clined and long ſince habited to Study, read 
and note down what he thought and read, 


and having a Capacity to take thingsreadily, 


and a faculty to draw up with great Eaſineſs 
and Propriety ; he came little behind (if any 
thing at all) thoſe that have the advantages 


of a Liberal Education, Such is the power 


of a good Inclination to get knowlege, a 
Capacity to receive it, and a conſciencious 
Endeavour after it, where the Advantage of 
humane Learning is wanting. Had Mr. 
Hirſthad an Accademical Education, attended 
with his inclinations to Diligence and La- 
bour for the acquiring of profitable Know- 
lege to ſerve his God and his Generation 
with it, he would have been a burning and 
4 


@ ſhining Light indeed in whatever Order Pro- 
vidence had aſſigned him. And ſo indeed 
he was in his Place, | 


But it was his conſpicuous Probity, Honeſty, 
Sincerity, Fuſtice and Fidelity, that honoured 
and endear d Mr. Hirſt to the Town. There- 
. fore when he was the Perſon nam'd by the 

Government out of this Church to take care 
for the faithful Diſtribution of the Charity 
collected after the late Great Fire, I well re- 
member the Satisfaction which every body 
expreſs d in that Wiſe Appointment. And 
when afterward he was nam'd for the 
Commiſſion of the Peace there was a like 
general Satisfaction in it. Such a Teſti. 
mony he had for his Integrity in the Hearts 
of all that knew him well. The Publick 
Reſpects ſo't and follow'd him; and Honour 
will ordinarily follow Goodneſs and Humili- 
ty as a ſhadow does the Body which ſeems to 
go from it. At times he was afraid ( as he 
Writes ) that he felt himſelf Elated and car- 
nally pleas'd ; but (adds he) © I defire with 
* my Soul co abhor my ſelf for it, to ſup- 
< preſs theſe motions of Pride, and to mourn 
before God in the ſenſe of it. 5 
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_. He was bleſs'd with a generous and publick 
Spirit to do Good. He was given to Hoſpira- 
lity at home. His Charities were many a. 
broad, and not ſeldom very great; which 
ſometimes came to my Knowlege from one 
and another of my poorer Brethren in the 
Ainiſtry. The Poor of Salem and Boſton 
have loſt; a bountiful and merciful Bene- 
factor. (Salem had the honour of his Birth 
and Education, Boſton of his Life and Grave.) 
As God proſper d him in his Worldly Eſtate, 
ſo he laid by and laid out in Pious Uſes: As 
Riches increas'd, ſo he was rich in good 
Works, and ready to diſtribute. His Prayers 
which were many, did not go up without 
Alms before God. 5 


Hille was a ſincere Lover of his Country and 
of theſe Churches, The Religions and Civil 
: Liberties of it were dear to him. He mourn'd 
in ſecret for the Sins of the Times and Pla- 
ces wherein he liv'd, and he rejoycd in all 
that is Good among us, and in every graci- 


ous Care of God for the Publick. 
He was. a careful Obſerver of Providence 


governing every private Affair of his own, 


and he carried his Concerns to God with 


ſaitable Supplications, Humiliations and Re- 


lignations; as his private Papers do abun- 
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dantly te And Where he was faulted 
45 nth f. others, he had there 
e e Reaſons of his Conduct for 
Dis membrance and Comfort. So 
rict Wand cad, ee and watchful, 
1 Ren 48d aitful was his Holy Walk 
be 5 be exerciſed bimſelf al. 
224 to oi yt Vo! of ' Offence ro- 
B 
ont were is. Fear: very 
often J, Him his Darkneſſes very 
diſtreſſing, frequent and in great Degrees ; 


15 advan e which x le Tenpter took ( as 
I judge Joh 18 aal Temper and Infir- 
NN the Trial which the wiſe GOD 


ſaw needful and ordained to his own Glory. 
855 whale Mr. Hirſt ſometimes could fee no- 
ng of the Grace of { God in himſelf, every 
4 5 about him ſaw it Fright and conſpicuous. 
One would =: thought indeed that a Þ 
. Life ſo holy. would have y always bright ; 
and the End of it Bae and peace, ſe- 
| renity Gated be But. 3 he liv'd moſt lowly 
and abaled before God, and ever fearing the 

| worlt of himſelf, ſo he met his Death. 
| He was. apprehenfi ve from the firſt that 
it was his dy in Sickneſs, and ſet Hiniſelf to 


| think ;ſerionſly o appear! hg. Fw” bir Fray 
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before GOD in Truth, . 


as his manner was thro his whole Regene- 
rate Life e upon every. ickneſs Prevailang 10 
be 7 24 F 15 3 177 ym So a v 

et bis Rouſe in — 25 hich he di 
that Waiſaam and Iuſtice an Yoodnelh "i 
had adorn'd This Life. | a 


[The Circumſtatice «1 his Faul was 
now a dark Cloud u He had Five 
Small Children to Rave ig \dchind him, their 
Excellent Mother bangs ead above a Yeas 
before... Tha hun; ut his tender Soul 

earneſt mbrac d them, and he hop d 

( with rocky Ming to the Divine Will) fi 

have been ſpar d to them, But in this hard 
conflict wit fleſh and blood Grace got and 
kept the Victory: for he often re/2u'd them 
and himſelf to a gracions and faithful GOD, 
and particularly in the Hour of Death 

as Lamold ) repeated that glorious Aﬀ, 
raying that hat God lf put Hi? Fear in their 

71 ef f r 2 9 Might ever depart 1 Sa hw, 

that By > never turn away from them 
10 bk they Good - Adding, bn. this Covenant is 


all my Salvation, end ell my Dejire. He then 
Da call d for, = Des. his \Eldeft 


uphter. >, 


WORE: fort bet "Vertue, Prudence and 
Fidelity 


honourably of his 
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aer her Care of his Family, and com- 

mended her to the Grace and Favour of 
1 5 eee B2% 1 4 2413 


God. ]:. 


On the Day before his Death, being the. 
Lords-Day, he ſumm d up his Requeſt to G 04 2 
in theſe Three Petitions :* 1, That God would 


» V's 


jon; Now Fatber, not as T 


one ſhort' Word in — or three Breatbs T left him 


fore the Throne of the, Lan without ſpot r 
wrinkle, and come to_fing tbe new Song, Se. 
And afterward, as Lam inform'd by a reli- 


gious Ne; bour, he utter d many comfortable 
a: PLES Words. 


- 
> 4 


before GOD in Truth. 45 


Words. I die in bope, ſaid he, 2h it be. 
Hope againſt hope, — Lord, ſaid he, Suffer: 
not the Devils id inſult me in this hour but cauſe- 
them to gnaſh with their teeth and melt away. 
—— Ay whole Expectation is from Chriſt | 
——If I muſt not dye in Triumph, Lord let me 
dye with Comfort... ——Lord rake away my. 
Fd Garmente, and clothe me with change 
Raiment, — Let me joyn the Iunumerable 
G8 of nec. In ſuch ho- 
ly Breatbings, aud broken Fervours of Devo- 
tion he breath'd out his Heavenly Spirit, and 
alter all his Fears made a Glorious Exit. 


To Conclude, I have drawn my Account 
of this Good Alan unto this Length, to do 
e Zlouag.anto. E Piety, (For 
*Memory-of the Fuſt is Bleſſed ) and alſo 
to excite the Emulation and Imitation of all 
that hear me this Day: (yea of all into whoſe 
hands this Diſcourſe may come : ) that im- 
ploring the Grace of GOD they may in His 

trength ſer themſelves to be ſuch, (and as 
much more as they pleaſe ) in their Places, 
to the Honour of GOD, and the Good of the 
World. 
M alſoever things I have related of him that 
are boneſt, juſt, pure, lovely an of good report 3. 
7 


Pe 
— 
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F there he any Vertue, if there be any Praiſe, 
ofthe of hols thanks. ofe things which 70 
have now heard, or whatever more ſome of 
Tou may have ſæen and known in Him, do: 
And the GOD of Peace ſhall be with you. 


"And this I Pray, that your Love may abound 
yet more and more in Knowledge and in all 
Judgment; That ye may approve things that 
are Excellent; that ye may be ſincere and with- 
out offence till the D F r + Being 
filled with the fruits of Riz teouſneſs, which are 
by FESUS CHRIST unto the Glory and Praiſe 
of GOD. 5 5 NET” 
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Exhibited in 2 few 


Select Inſtances 
Gathered from the Remains of the | 


Private Ib ritings 


Grobe Hirſt Ki 


Merchant in Boſton in 
New- England. 


Aving in the foregoing Diſc 
given ſomething of Mr. Hir/ts " 
Character, I tha | now Justify all 
that 1 have ſaid, and perfect # the 
Shatacter out of bis 099 V ritings. 


His 
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His Papers were in Abundance, which he 

der d to be nt, one Book excepted, which 
3s little more than half wrote kHfough, ah 
much pf that in (Characters, and many parts 
of what is legible is of private, Matters which 
ought not to be made Publick. And I very 
much ſuſpe& that this Book had not been 
ſpar'd, if there had not been in it here and 
there ſome Accounts for his om Juſtification 
in things wherein others had judg'd and 
condemn'd him. For I find him very tender 
in three points among many others, ſci]. 
the ſetling his own Conſcience, the vindica- 
ting his own Reputation, and the being juſt 
and faithful to them that intruſted their 
Eftates in his Hands as a Factor. 8 
The Inſtatices 1:fhallnow: p rodtice ape f. 
many inconteſtible proof of his carry 
every Concern of his Lite to God in Prayer; 
and how well he did it let the ſerious and 
intelligent Readers judge. I truſt they will 
be Entertaining and Edifying to ſuch, and 
the more becauſe that oy are in points of 
General Uſe and common Benefit, affording 
fo many bright Rules of Chriftian Conduct in 
ſome of the greateſt and moſt! Important Av 
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Ticles of Hunaiie Life. 
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A Walk: with, GO D. 49 
— Theſe Exa 7 | 
1havediſpesdianthe following Order, I. Some 
of his Sabbath, Meditations and Devotions. 
2. Sacramental K r. and Refieftions, 
3. His Eying the Divine Providence in the 
Government of His. own private Aﬀairs. * To 
which I add, 4. A Caution which he entred 
to himſelf againſt Carefulneſs, 5- His religi- 
ous. Notice and Improvement of ſome Pub- 
lick Occurrences in the Providence of God, 
particularly God's Mercy to the Town in 
preſerving it from that Mortal Sicknefs the 
Small Pocks; when once and again in 
eminent hazard. This much affected him, 
in proportion to his Fears of that Diſtemper, 
and his Concern for his Family, and for the 
Children of the Town; whereot from Fifteen 
Tezrs and under none now have had it. 6.1 
have tranſcrib'd a clauſe or two of what he 
wrote on his Birtb-Day in its Annual return, 
And in like manner, 7. On a New-Tears-Day. 
8. On his being nam d for; and accepting of 
the Commiſſion for the Peace. 9. On his Vifes 
Death: 10. A Solemn Act of Se Dedication 
which he made or repeated upon that Be- 
reavement. II. On the Death of his orber, 
12,: On a ſuppoſal of his Marrying again. And 
laftly. A Letter to bis Eldeſt Daughter a little 
befor an 


e his own Death. Theſe 


les are of various kinds, which | 


30 AWalk with 60D. 


© Theſe are the Particular whereof the fol- 
lowing Sheets conſiſt, and the Six Loft In- 
ſtances bear date Within the tub laſt Years 
neee 

In ſome of theſe the Reader will find the 
0 6 7 0 of this Good May to prevail 
ſtrangely over him; and if thir ſhould be a 
"Temptation to any to deſpiſe Religion or to 
fear it; I am ready to own to them that 
there might be much Infirmity in it, and it 
may be ſome want of thoſe clear Apprehen- 
ions and that right Judgment, which would 
have yielded unto Stronger Minds many 
Grounds of Comfort from much inferior Mea- 
ſures and Exerciſes of Grace. I fear alſo 
that my Gracious Friend might ſeek and place 
the Exerciſe of Devotion too much in the 
paſſionate part of it, and conſequently his 
comfort in the flowing of his Afections in 
holy Duties. Whereas had he made his 


Even Courſe of Obedience to the Laws of 


God, his Pure 4ims at the pleaſing and ho- 
nouring Him in all his Actions, which is to 
ſay his Steddy and Cloſe Walk before God in 
Truth, more his Rule in his daily ſevere 
Bal i I am perſwaded his Dark- 
neſſes had not been 4 many. In tuin 
which I would not be tho't to mean ig - 

e Ae 
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like of Flame and Afﬀeion, in Exerciſes 


Beauty and Foy of them; very bonorary 


God as well as exceeding Profitable and Com- 
ortable to a Mans own Soul. Never the 
eſs they are by no means the principal Ground 
ort in his 
judging of his own Spiritual State; and I 
fear too many ſincere and fervent Chriſtians 
hurt their own Peace by going too far into 
this Rule of Trial. But at the ſame time I 
choſe not. wholly to omit the Paſſages in Mr. 
Hirſts Papers which ſpeak his darkneſſes and 


or Reaſon of a Chriſtians 


fears, temptations and diſtreſſes about 


Spiritual State, even ſometimes after his 
moſt ſolemn Enquiries thereinto with ſtrong 


crying and tears to God; becauſe I judge th 


may be of Service to many like tender 
Conſciences, and fearing ſeruplous ſincere 


Chriſtians, who tho' they ſhould not 
Countenanc'd in their Infirmity, yet need 
be upheld from ſinking under it; and it m 


be it may help not only to do that, but alſo 
to deliver them from this Spirit of Bondage 
when they obſerve that Others who haye 
been Eminently Godly have fuffer'd by it be- 


fore them. I Pray therefore that any thi 
of this Nature in ehe Papers whi 
ang 
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; of. 
Religion: No, they are very much the Life, 
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4 Walk with GOD. 


is of Weakneſs and Infirmity may not be 
drawn into Example; but let the ſerious 


Reader obſerve, admire and venerate the 
Spirit of high Sanity and Reverend regards 
to the Purity and Juſtice of GOD, which 
ſhine forth in this awful Darkneſs : if I may 
be allow'd to ſpeak ſo of it. 


I ſhall not detain the Reader any longer. 


from the Entertainment provided for him in 
the following Pages; in the tranſcribing 


whereof tho'I have taken the Liberty to make 


many Omiffons of Paſſages niore proper for a 
private Manuſcripr, (which are uſually mark'd 
thus — - and do ſometimes break the 
Style and the Connexion of Tho't) yet I ſel- 
dom found any reaſon to alter a Word or a 
Phraſe, his expreſſions being natural and 
ſufficiently accurate, 


May it pleaſe the Divine Spirit of Grace to 


accompany theſe dear Remains of his Servant 
with His efficatious Bleſing unto the Readers 
Soul, that they may be to Him if he be already 
Converted as the Mantle of Elijah which fell 
from him as he aſcended, and a double Portion 
of his Spirit reſted on Him that took it up; 
or if he be one yet dead in ſin that they may 
be to him as the 4/bes of Eliſha was to the dead 
Body which was caſt into his Grave, & it revived 
aud ſtood on its feet, Mr. 
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Mr. Hixs T's Remains. 


1 ball begin with ſome of bis Sabbath Medi- 


tations, whereby he was wont to Excite hine- 
ſelf unto the Sanflification of that Holy Day. 


Ou a LORDS-Day Morning before 
Day: Light. 


I find my ſelf much ont of frame for this 
holy Time, and the holy Duties of the 
Day. My ſenſe of Spiritual and Eternal 
things does much abate. The Holy Spirit of 
GOD doth greatly withdraw. I am eaten 
up with Worldly Cares and Concerns. I 
am ſank into the Earth. I grovel in Mire 
and Dirt. I cannot ſavour the things that are 
of GOD. The reliſh which ſometimes I 
have experiencd in holy Duties is gone. The 
Delight I have had in Sabbaths is vaniſh'd. 
The contempt alſo which T have ſometimes 
had of this World. I am in danger of being 
Entangled again & Overcome. The Earth with 
its Barr encompaſſes my Soul. How ſottiſh 
and ſtupid am I grown? Rouſe up, O my 
Soul, and ſay Doſt thou believe that there 


is a GOD and a Judgment? — Why then 


art 


dd 
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art thou thus beſotted? glad to the World, 
inflay'd by thy Luſts, captivated by ſenſe, 
as if thou wert always to remain here? Why 
fo concern'd about Temporal things? Why 
{ſo careful and tho'tful about Events in parti- 
cular Caſes? Why doſt thou ſuffer thy ſelf 
to be eaten up with Worldly cares and fears, 
to the diſcompoſing thy Spirits? diſturbing 
thy Mind, unfitting thee for the duties of 
Religion ? Alas, why indeed ? but becauſe of 
a depraved, vitiated Nature, 4 Body of ſin that 
hangs about me, continually dogging and 
worrying me, from which I can no ways de- 
liver my ſelf, nor can any meer Created Be- 
ing deliver me. It is beyond the power of 
rational Arguments. I am ſenſible of the 
folly and madneſs of it, but this avails not. 
If the Holy Spirit withdraws, if Crace be 
ſufpended, what force is there in bare Rea- 
ſon? What can an enlightened Mind do of 
it ſelf ? The Work is GOD's : On thy Mercy I 
en thy Power I reſt, on thy Name I cal! : 
O let me experience that there 1s plenteous 
Redemption with thee, that thy Grace is Om- 
nipotent, and that thou takeſt pleaſure in then 
that fear thee and hope in thy Mercy: O Lord, 
Stretch forth thy right Hand, revive thy 
Work in my Soul, ſtrengthen that whic 

| remains 
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Mr. HirsT's Remains, 55 
remains and is ready to die, make bare thy 
holy Arm and thew me thy Salvation, for 
the ſake of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, Amen. 

On a Lords-Day Evening. 


This Day I have been in a very dead and 


beartleſs frame. — I am dark and dull and 


lifeleſs! No ſenſe of Sin, or the Love of 
God, unaffected with the Death of Chr; 1 I 
have a heart as hard as a ſtone! Lord, open 
my Eyes, ſoften my Heart, quicken me for 
thy Mercy fake. 3 = 


What always rooting in the Earth, enſlav d 


to ſenſe, captivated by Luſt, and in Bon- 
dage to Corruption ? is this to play the part of 
a rational Creature, much leſs a Cbriſtian; 
which Honourable Name tho' inſcrib'd on 
me, yet alas how little do I comply with its 
Demands ? 
meerly a ſmall lump of fleſh ? have I not 
an Immortal Soul within? the Breath of 
the Almighty which renders me capable of 
Operations. and Enjoyments ſuperior. ta the 
Attainments of Beaſts, that muſt be govern d 


by bit and bridle, and which neither do or 


Mall know any greater happineſs than the 
ſatisfaction 


Am I only Earth? Am I 


56 Mr. HirgsrT's' Remains. 


ſatisfaction of ſenſe! What Veigbt is it that 
bears me down and ſinks me thus below my 
ſelf? — How1s it that I am carried away 
with the mean propoſals of profit, pleaſure 
and preſent Enjoyments? How comes it 
about that they appear ſo trim and gay, and 
that I am fo allur d and bewitch'd by Vanity 
and Emptineſ Am I to remain here al- 
wahl, that I am thus captivated by a vain 
World? | JF AIP 5 
No, I know my Time is ſhort and ver 

uncertain, I believe that I muſt ere long fol- 
low my Fathers, — and appear before 
GOD, the ſtrict impartial Judge, to receive 
a Reward according to my preſent conduct. 
How is it: then that I am ſo little affected 
herewith? that I am not ſwallou/ d up in a 
conſtant pondering theſe things in my 
Mind? Alas, whither am I ſank? what 
madneſs and frenzie ſeizes me? that I am 
from day to day groaning under Evils that 
Ieel, concern'd 450h ſuch as l fear; have 


my mind taken up to get deliverance from 
this; and to prevent that; hugging my felt 
in Worldly Acquiſitions and the eſteem - of 
Men, and pleas'd in the proſpect of their 
increaſe? and yet all the while convinc d 
that? this Variety of Providence is but for a 
ele Moment, 


2 1 En ö TH | 
—— * e 5 * tn, N 
* : . — CRE 1 — EY Ya 1 4 - , =—_ Page” R L ö 9 . 9 
by — ; > 26228 S 
W 
pu „ 9 1 Zi [ 0) ws —_— Nn 2 


"EO 8 


Let then this Favour. be beftowed upon 
| Dat 1 


Moment, and can make me neither happy 
nor wretched. Why then do I ſuffer my 
ſelf to be thus impoſed on? why do I befool 
and deceive my ſelf, as tho I were deſtitute 
of Grace and Underſtanding together? 
My ſins: have ſtupified me, my luſts blind 
me,—— and nothing weaker than Omnipo- 
tence can deliver me from this wretched 
Condition. I was Vorn blind: Now 1t was 
never heard ſince the World began that any 
man opened the Eyes of ſuch a one : — but 
HE who once did it has left upon Record 
that Aliraculous Act that we might have 
hope. He is God and Man in two Natures, 
—and 1s the Phycian not of the Body on- 
Iy, but more eminently of the Soul; and 
can open, the eyes of our Underſtaudings to 
diſcern Spiritual things, and to know Him. 
that is True, His Spirit it is who by Office is 
appounted to open the blind Eyes, to turn 
Sinners from darkneſs to ligbt; to illuminate, 
ſanctifie and cleanſe the Heart, and prepare 
it to be a Temple for Himſelf. This Grace 
and Privilege Chriſt has purchaſed, that the 
Lord GOD thould dwell among us? that zbe 
Tabernacle of GOD fhauld be with Men, and 
that God ſhould be their. God. GA 


me ? 
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me: Awake, Awake O Arm of the LORD 
Shew me my wretched Condition, fill me 
with groans after deliverance, help me to 
looſe my felf from my Bands, and do Thor 
lead Captivicy Captive, Deliver me from 
Unbelief, diſengage my Affections from the 
World, let my Converſation be without Cove- 
zouſneſs, and without Carefulneſe, cauſe all 
things to work togetber for my Good, give me 
Submiſſion to thy Wall, paſs before me in 
every Providence in and thro' the New Co- 
venant, and let all thy Dealings with me be 
ſubſervient to thy Glory, and my trueſt 
Happineſs. '/ Let it be my great Concern to 
have Treaſure in Heaven, and grant that I 
may be laying up in ſtore à good Foundation 
againſt the Time to come; that ſo I may lay 
bold upon Eternal Life. Amen. | 


1 OE — 


In tbe next place I ſhall add ſome few Sacra- 
mental Meditations, Preparations for and 
Reflections after the Communion of the 
Lords- Supper. 

The Day before his Coming to the 

an en 7, Yours Table. * 

His Day I ſpent in Secret to humble my 
1 ſelt before GOD, to confeſs my _ 
| an 
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and to implore the Divine Favour. I joyned 
Faſting to Prayer, my particular Deſign being 
to prepare for the Lords-Table to Morrow, 

I have been very cold and dead, unable to 
realize Spiritual things as I ovght, as I dejire. 
Lord, why bideſt thou thy face, why withdraw- 
eft thou thy ſelf? The Lord is righteous for 
I have ſinned, and all my coldneſs in De- 
votion is long of my ſelf. My Sins they 
are that ſeparate between God and my Soul, 
and that with-hold good things from me. [ 
bave ſinned, what ſhall I ſay unto thee O thou 
Preſerver of Hen | My iniquities prevail a- 
gainſt me, but do thou purge them away. 
Triumph in the Sovereignty and Power of 
thy Grace toward me. Lord, withdraw not 
thy Self, nor leave me to ſtrive in my own 
ſtrength, but diſplay thy Power in my 
Weakneſs. 

I am now about to approach the Aſemo- 
rial of the Death of Chriſt, and that I may 
not come to that Sacred Inſtitution in a care- 


leſs tho'tleſs manner, I have ſequeſtred my 


felf to day to ſeek thy Aids and the Influen- 
ces of thy Spirit, and being Juſt at the cloſe. 
of the Day, on a review of the Frame of 
my Heart, I am much diſconraged. —— I 
can't meditate nor pray with that life 2nd 

4 EY ſixedneſs 
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fixedneſs that I would. This nuch diſpirits 
me, and I am at a great ſtand as to both my 


State and my Duty of attending the Lords- 
Supper. Well, what muſt I abſent my ſelf 
from time to tune, becauſe of my ſins and 
falls? becauſe of my luſts and corruptions, 
for want of life and activity? When as it 
is the expreſs Command of Chriſt, DO THIS 
IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME ! Will not 
this be to add Sin to Sin? A freſh Omiſſion 
can never atone for paſt Sins: It certainly 
contracts new Guilt. Abſence from this Or- 
dinance 1s both a Violation of the Command 
of Chrift, and a Negle& of one Means ap- 
pointed to mortify Luſt, to quicken Grace, 
and recover languid Spirits. And what 


hath in its own Nature, a greater tendency 


to work in us hatred of and repentance for 
Sin, than a ſight of the Juſtice of God diſ- 
layed a it? which finding His SON 
— in the Sinners ſtead ſpared him 
not, nor was it ſatisfied until that He was 
made a Sacrifice? Now is it not a rational 
Inference from hence, that — there is a 
bloody Guilt in Sin? — and if this hath not 
4 Tendency to work in the Soul an Abhor- 
rence and Fear of it, I know not what hath. 
Again what is more likely _ draw ie 
3) wy N Fait 
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Faith in and Love to Chriſt, or to work in 
us Meekneſs, Patience, Reſignation, For- 
bearance; Forgiveneſs of Injuries, or any 
and eyery Grace, than to have a lively 
Repreſentation of all theſe Graces in all 
Perfection in Chriſt ? Here we have exhibited 
His Submiſfion to His Father, for He laid 
down His Life of Himſelf ; His Love to Han ; 
whom He Died to Redeem ; Ars Patience, 
for He went as 4 Lamb to the Slaughter, 
His Forbearance, who when He was reviled 
He reviled not again; His Forgiveneſs of 
Enemies, Father forgive them they know not 
what they do. Moreover, the Ordinance 
being of Divine Appointment and a ſpecial 
Commandment, I deſire humbly to be wait- 
ing at the Poſts of Wiſdoms Doors, mourning 
after Chriſt, lamenting my flatneſs, dulneſs, 
ſtupidity ; and waiting for the Returns of 
His Favour, and the Breathings of His Spirit. 


The Sabbath Evening. 


Well now I am return'd from this Holy 
Feaſt; But hath it been indeed a Feaft to 
me? No, my. Coldneſs and Indiſpoſition 
remains. I have not been affeted with my, 
Sins, or with the Love of Chriſt. The Vin- 

rer 
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ter ſtill remains, my Senſes are chill'd and 
numb d, and I have no reliſh of this Provi- 
fion. What ails my languid feeble Soul? Tt 
moves not, it will not ſtir, it cannot raiſe 
it ſelf to the Contemplation of Spiritual Ob- 
jects; it ſavours not the things of God. 


Lord, thou art Holy, — thy Grace is free, 
I have forfeited it, — But can I be content 
without it? am I eaſie and quiet in this Con- 
dition? No Lord, I wait for thee, I thirſt for 
God, for the living God. I Pray thee ſeparate 
between me and my Sins, and let not them 
ſeparate between thee and my Soul. Fulfil 
thy Promiſe to me, of pouring Water upon 
the dry Ground, and cauſing Floods to break 
forth in the Deſert, Awake O Arm of the 
Lord and put on Strength, and awaken my 
. Nleepy ſecure Soul, rouſe me out of my Le- 
thargy, give power to the Haun and to him 
that hath no might increaſe ſtrengtli; quicken 


me after thy Loving kindneſs. Entreat me 


not to leave thee, nor from following after thee, 
but let my Soul follow hard after thee, 
let thy right hand uphold me, and ere I am 
aware let me be as the Chariots of Ammini- 


» * 
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At another time in his Preparations for 
the Lord e- Table. | 


I am Invited on the Morrow to a Feaſt'of 
fat things, to eat and drink with Chriſt, yea 
to feed on Chriſt at His Table. The Bread 
and Wine are preparing, the Veſſels and 
Linnen are cleanſed, and all things are rea- 
dy. The Table is furniſhed and whoſoever 
is Athirſt may come. Yea whoſoeyer will 
may come and take of the Water of Life 
freely. But the King is preſent with the 
Gueſts, and knows the Principle that inchnes 
them to come, and their Frames in their 
Attendance, and will either ſmile or frown 
on them as they are upright or falſe to Him. 
In this tho't I Have retir d the After-part of 
this day, to Examine my heart, and to 
pare for the Approaching Solemnity. And 
while I look into my ſelf and call to mind 
my many and great Tranſgreſſions, my Falls 
and Miſcarriages ſince the laſt Sacrament, 
together with the govern of indwelling Sin, 
my ſpirits ſink, my heart fails me, my ini- 
quities are a heavy burthen tome; I am 
aſhamed, yea even confounded ; for our GOD 
is Holy, and who can ſerve ſuch a Holy LORD 


* GOD? Who can, who dares do otherwiſe ? 


We 
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We are not left at Liberty: Neceſſity is laid 
upon us, and wo unto us if we neglect His 
Ser vice. He knows our frame and requires 
not Abſolute Perfection. If we are ſincere 
we ſhall be accepted altho' our Services are 
defective. But the Remembrance of my 
Sins, the proneſs in me to tranſgreſs, my 
repeated flips and falls, the motions of Sin 
Which I daily feel to bring forth fruits unto 
death, ſtrikes a damp on my Soul, ſo that 
I am not able to look up. I think on God 
and am troubled, I cannot fix my tho'ts, I 
can't-plead and wreſtle with God in Prayer, 
I have no heart or-fpirit in Duty: And now 
hal 1 in this frame preſent my ſelf to th 

Joly: Ordinance 9' Will God accept me? 
May I not expect that He ſhould ſay to me 
with an Air of Anger, —— How cameſt thats 
i hither ? Lord, | tremble at thy Rebukes; 
and if thou ſhouldeſt mark iniquity o 
could ftand ? But is it not thy tive Command 
that we ſhould remember the Death of Chrift © 
and be fhewing it forth in His Appointinent ? 
Are not all thy Ordinances Holy? and how: 
dare I to attend Prayer or Hearing any more 
than this? Is not the Character of Holineſs 
upon one and other ? I will go in Obe- 
dence to thy Command: I will follow thee tho 
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in the dark ; I will ſeek Him whom my Soul 
deſires to love: O hide not thy ſel from me 
Say, Who is this that engageth his beart to 
approach unto me? I will be his God. Pre- 
pare my heart to ſeek thee ; graciouſly ma- 
nifeſt thy ſelf to me, ſpeak to me good 
Words and comfortable. And let me be pre- 
pared by this and every Ordinance for every 
Change, eſpecially for my laft, that when 
Death comes I may have a well grounded 
hope of Eternal Life by Jeſus Criſt and for 
His ſake. Amen. 


— ——_— 
— ꝶ—— — — 4 
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The next thing I would preſent the Reader with 
is bis devout and religious Eying the Divine 
Governing Providence on particular Occa;, 

_ ſions: And 1. In his own more private 
Concerns, 


P many Particulars I have been lately 
cover'd with Clonde, but GOD. has ſcat-. 
ter d em. I record them that He may have, 
the Glory, and that on a Review hereof I may: 
be excited to Thankfulneſs, and be ſtrengthned 
to truſt in Him at all times. Great were 
my Fears & many the Tote of my heart, but 


God has prevented me with His Favonr.— 
K L: 
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1 had alſo an Afair of conſiderable Value in 
Diſpute with a Perſon, but it is bro't quietly 
to an Iſue. O that I could render to the 
Lord the Glory due to His Name by living 
thankfully and fruitfully before him, and 
by Encouraging my ſelf in Him under all dark 
Providences. 

Under Evils fear'd and felt, I have 
made my Supplications to GOD, who alone 
could help and deliver me. And now God 
hath graciouſly anſwer d me What 
Hall T render to Him for all His Benefits? I 
look on my ſelfin theſe Circumſtances upon 
my Trial. Here's Temptation in the caſe. 
GOD obſerves how I carry it ; with what 
heart and frame I receive his Favours, and 
what Improvement I make of them. —— I 
find that I am very much pleas'd with theſe 
Smiles of Providence, and too apt to be taken 


with them. But what reaſon have I for it? 


Is it as looking upon them to be an Anſwer 
Prayer, or from any good groundto hope that 
they are ſent as a Token of God's Love ? or is it 
becauſe my preſent Circumſtances are ſome- 
what eaſier, & that I have a more full ſupply 
of Temporal Enjoyments? Il can't ſay but 
that I am too much pleas'd in a carnal man- 
ner; but my Deſire 1s (I hope in {incerity ) 

\ Ed to 
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to be ſenſible of the Goodneſs of God, and of 
the Obligations which he lays me under of 
Devotedneſe to him and of truſting in him; 
and I wait upon him for Grace to imploy the 
Bounties of his Providence in his Service. I 
Sacrifice not to my own net and drag, I have. 
not room for it; the Favours are ſuch as TI 
did not foreſee, nor could I expect: It is the 
Lords doing and Wonderful : Unto Him I 
give the Glory of it. 

But as all outward Favours, ſo all Spiritual 
Mercies are from him. If God ſhould multi- 
ply Silver as the Duſt, and yet ſhould leave 
me under the darkneſs of my Nature I ſhould 
be inſenſible of my Benefactor; or if I ſhould 
have only common Illumination I ſhould 
after all remain Unthankful. If He does 
not give me a heart I ſhall never allow my 
ſelt the Uſe of what I have given me; but 
in the fulneſs of my ſufficiency ſhould remain 
in ſtraits; and by conſequence my Hands 
would be clos'd and never opened to the re- 
lief of others. | 

Therefore I look up unto Thee, the Author 
of every good Gift, for a heart to make a free, 
| chearful and temperate Uſe of what thou 
beſtoweſt on me, for my more delightful 
diſcharge of Duty 1K and together n 
; 2 or 
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for a liberal $ ir to ſtudy liberal Things, 
to do good and to Communicate to the ne- 
beeſſities of others; remembring that I am 
but a Steward intruſted with theſe Fayours, 
for which T muſt give an Account. And as 
an Encouragement herein help me to conſi- 
der, that altho they are thy Propriety and 
only lent me, or put into my hands to Ad- 
miniſter, agreably to thy Directions, yet that 
if I am faithful in the Management I ſhall 
according to the Grace of the New Covenant 
receive 2 moſt Glorious Reward, Lord, be- 
ſtow on me a thankful heart, and by theſe 
Streams let me be conducted to the Fountain 


of Goodneſs. With thee is the Fountain of 


Life, in thy Light it is that I ſee Ligbi; ftrerch 
forth thy loving kindneſs to me, and make me 
upright in heart. . l 5 


Decemb. 19. 1713. Several of my Fa- 
mily have been viſited with the Meaſles, and 
are all reſtored to Health: But the whole 
of this time hath been a Seaſon of much 
Trouble, xc —. I deſire with thankfulneſs 
to own the Mercies under our Troubles 
which we have been encompaſs d with. 
1. That none of my Family have been 
in hazardous Circumſtances, but a great 
| A E 
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not abuſing it, to truſt in and refer all my 
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deal of Moderation in the Chaſtmng, —— 
2. We in this time of Cold and Scarcity 

of Bread, have had a defence againſt the 
former and a full ſupply of the latter. 
3. In this time of greater Expence God 

hath graciouſly ſent in Two Ships from Ton- 
don, in which! had 2 conſiderable Intereſt and 
an Employment; both beyond my Expecta- 
tion; by which I am enabled with more 
chearfulneſs to defray my own Charges and 
to be helpful to — I 
II. rai 

God has been pleas'd to Smile upon me in 

his Providences of late, ſending in a conſide- 
Table part of my Subſtance, &c——. But I 
find my Affections too much taken with 
theſe things, I find my ſelf foolithly plead 
with theſe Trifles, — I find my Deſires too 
eager after the World, my Hopes and Fears 
too much exercis'd about prefent things, and 
by being daily employ'd in theſe Affairs L 
am inſenſibly grown inſenſible. ——— 
Lord deliver ms from the ſpirit of this World; 
from ſinful Sollicitude, from carnal Hopes 
and Fears: And help me to uſe the World as. 


concerns to thee, to be careful for Nothing, to 
attend my Particular Calling with an Eye to 
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my General; to follow my Secular Affairs 
from a religious Principle, to improve every 
Change in preparation for m t, and 
wherein I am Called 1 with God. 
Various have been the Diſpenſations of 
God to me of late. In ſome inſtances my 
Affairs have had a dark Aſpect, but ſince the 
Smiles of Providence have been conſiderable, 
But what thanks do I return to God ? what 
fruit 1s there of theſe Favorrs ? what effect 
have they upon me? how are they improved? 
If I rejoyce in any outward Good only as it 
15-2 gratification of ſenſe, I am no better 
than a Beaſt. If I employ the Bounties of 
Heaven in the ſervice of my Liao, — or 
if I1mprove them to oppreſs others, God will 
ſearch this out and puniſh it. If I rejoyce 
becauſe my hand hath gotten Riches, and 
make Gold my Hope and Confidence, I make 
Mammon my God. — If I ſet my heart 
on theſe Trifles and hazard my Soul to pro- 
cure and preſerve them, I ſhall act very fooliſh- 
Iy. But if I loſe my Soul for either, I can 
have no Recompence ; the World and the 
fulneſs thereof is too mean and vile to repair 
the damage. Again on the other hand, if 


under Afiicjons J fink, and it is only , the 
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fleſh that cries out, it is no more than a 
Beaſt would do. The Ox lowes when he 
wants Fodder, and the 4ſs brays when there 
is no Food. If I am ſtupid and inſenſible 
under Chaſtnings, I am worſe than a Beaſt, 
I am a Stock and a Stone. If I am mad and 
angry, if I chafe and frett and rage, this is 
to be a Devil Incarnate; they blaſpheme 
God the Author of their Plagues. See to 
it then, O my Soul, that thou be not fooliſh. 
ly Elated with Proſperity, nor ſunk with Ad- 
verſity. Be jealous of thy ſelf, Remember 
that thou art upon thy Trial in every State 
and Circumſtance- And let it be thy great 
concern that in every Diſpenſation thou 
mayeſt know thy Duty and Intereſt, and be 
drawn or driven to Chriſt, Serve the LORD 
with gladneſs under his Smiles, and Conſe- 
crate thy Gain and Subſtance to the God of 
the whole Earth. Submit to him with Pa- 
tience under his Chaſtnings, and plead with 
him that the fruit of all may be to take a- 
way thy Sins: And having obtained this 
Spirit and Temper from GOD, then thou mayſt, 
yea thou wilt ſay, Let the Lord do what ſeem- 
eth him good. 
_ 


This Day ſundry Peſels arrived from Great 
| Bri- 
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Britain, in which I am very conſiderably 
Intereſted, partly on my ewn Account, and by 
Commiſſion beyond my Expectation. I find in 
every ſtate and change my way is laid with 
Snares, and I am beſet with Temptations 
on every hand. The Lord grant that I may 
be on my Watch, that I may proſecute my 
Secular Aﬀairs from a right Principle, and to 
a right End. Help me againſt a guilty Tho't- 
fulneſs, and enable me that whatever I would 
that Men ſhould do unto me,Fmay do ſo unto them. 
Let me not be entangled by the World and 
neglect the One thing neceſſary. Help me to 
remember that in the midſt of my Life I amin 
Death, and that of every Talent and Betruſt- 


ment I muſt give an Account unto Him that 


will Fudge the quick and tbe dead. 


— 8 _—_ 


To this T add a Caution which he enter d to bim- 


ſelf againſt Caretulneſs : for we may perceive 
by bis Papers that he found this Sin eaſily 


beſetting him, which he therefore doubled 


_ bis Guard agaiyſt. 


Againſt Carefulneſs. | 
DE Careful for Nothing. This 1s the 
Command, It's poſitive and ann; 
| | n 
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And hne Goll allerts his ufutboriry he con- 
ſults our Peas and welfare in it. 80 that 
ths: Oblipation/as enforod by a double! gu- 
ene.” Aid dne wonldthink that ſince our 
is ſd much confulted in this In- 
— — need any other A= 
it into practice. But an vill not 
1415 a - difficult thing for a Perſbn to 
ee — Affair ahd to e 2 

e Ged. — — 1 iti 28 
Thave fundry Perſonsavach Indebted to me 
Hoſe "Cittmſtantes ure doubtful, Their 
Wig! de in ins 'nbt only does much 
prejudice me, but hampers my mind and 
dogs my tho 15 and 2 me not in 
holy Ever s' my bead with Cares 
and ny "Rot Wich Sorrow. The Lord 
be e the Nn that is in this unprofitable 
Micros, *and let by Spirit accompany my 
ſanctifymg them to my Deli: 
eos Tom this grey and eee wn 
I. It is a Breach upon GOD's een 
He has prohibited this uviery of mind; And 
is. it nothing to trangreſs that Law: -i 
there not puniſhment affign'd to every | 
Franſgreſſion and Dilbedience > And ſhall 
I'dare to © provokohim? (hall I contend with 
L my 
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2 Uſputz! his Authority, and 
„ ee 110 84110 
It is hſe Ingratituda. An ib Reguital 
of God for = tos: ry) Does he. not 
feel aud clothe me And who but he has ug 
held and preſerv d me from the Womh to a 
day Bx. his Care I am gentinued, and, 
from his Bounty bam ſupplied. - When, I 
have been in trouble I have calldupon him, 
and he has heard me- and granted dehve- 
france — Hath he not exalted and 
W me uh and ſhall I now. ungratefully 
| 3 Py . let 55 _ — 975 LO 
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expetienc'd/him- g prises Kah allt He 
18 ſtilßh the Almighty GOD who changes not. 
Help me OLORD to commit my-feif 40 thee: 
mn way of well-doing, to achhowledge thee in 
all my ways} to-be.entirely at thy diſpoſe, and 
let me experience a gracions Providence im- 
ploy'd in niy favour ; ſaying me from my, 
fears, and {miling upon my concerns. A 
bove all grant me an Intereſt in all the Si- 
ritual Nleſſingo f the New. Groenant.,", This is 
all my Salvation; for Chriſt s ſake let it be 
all in Deſire. Amen. 25 _ 
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> n UID IHVOLY. 213 TU DEE 1.1359 
Igo on ro ſome Records of his religious i Notice 
and Improvement ' of ſome Publick:Occur- 
d rences jn the Providence «of GOD\zto;:; the 
Town iParticularlytivers. ſingular Prefer" 
dation t from that Contagious Diſtem- 
per which has birbelte hru]πνiασ ſo Aartal $0. 
u, the Small Pocks. His private Fears irt 
muſt be own'd had mud Influence upon him in 
Meditation un this: Decaſion 33 % ow 
good mere thſt Fear 5g: aud bum graciduſly 
aid Ihe vori Le. min Dig „ noon Hook Fay L 
of one Yiiiichion mi 1% ww wot ER 
Tc Sm Pocks:1s:broit into our Hexbowr : 
14 —. This alarms niy fears and awakens: 
1-73 L 2 Conſcience 


5 tier: preſent to my view, my fo 
and te make further Enquiries into my paſt 
3 —— Now" my Sins are foalFd- over: 
by name, they ſtare me in the face, they: 
eus mote than the baift of my bead; therefore. 
m beat failetb me. How dark is the that 
- of deſcending into the cold ſilent Grave ?.how; 
-- dreadful 1 is chi tho't of *Appearing before an 
- infimtely+ Holy GOD ? to have all the 

Tho'ts, rords & Actions of my Eife ſumm'd 
up: and 'a- Definitior-Sentonce for an Eternal 
State to paſs upon the Whole? O that 
60D would faſten his Comviftions on my 
Soul, and by this Providence work ſavingly 
upon me. O that it may pleaſe Thee to 
turn from the tlireatned- Wrath. Command 


the Angelo Deazb not to invade the Town. 


- Behold at thy right Hand the Great Sacri- 
Fes for the Si i N the: Congreg arion, _ be 
| toned tous. Ter be Plogue be ſtay 4 Top 
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by a brot up into the: The 
Tord look upon us and turn away: bigs! Wrath. 
- As for 2 2 [ am perſpnally concern d. fo 
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would. I fly away. 55 whit ber 2 1 
ee from gh Bratence 2. A Times are in thy 
e My days 85 aunted, beyond 
which 1 cannat 50 ong Pp date; and 155 
which nb Diſeaſe, no Hazard, no Teilen 
— Peſen whatlberer all or can remove 
— But thro' the Undeſerved 
+ of GC this Cloud is blown over, and 
the Town enjoys, a great meaſure of Health, 
for which I defire. to be very thankful. But 
haw do. I improve the Favour? What In- 
— 26th the Forbegr ance of God upon 
Lond 2— N a 
£4 This Morning on.my going Abroad I was 
inform d that a Veliel Hhich arrived here 
laſt Week Pak Feland had been viſited with 


the Stwall Packs in her Paſlag e: About Forrs 
727 Perſons 95 had it; Phe bro't abou 
108 | On ng Who have been on {hore an 
about the Town, ever fince.; they brought 
afhore. their, Gloathg,] haye lodg'd in D 
and we are 0 in very 5 Danger 7 
this Hſortel au Gontagines, Sic 1 Nor can 
be agy zom td expect a Reſpite, only 
Hol an unggemmon Aber of the power 
aud good! aneh, d FE r 10 18 therefore 


nn of greg rene Shquld God 1 . 
il again 
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r "1p 
48 int us according to the hedtning Fact 
this Providence, how dreadfaFworthd it be? 
Here are many Thouſands tliat have not Had 
it ; the Vinter is advancingy Sipplier would” 
be. kept back; and who can ſay how "great 
the Diſtreſs would be 11941904 7087 
Tord thy Hand is lifted 1p 4 are thy* 
People; not for or ſake but for thy Grent 
Name fake. Thou haft deliver'd' in Times 
of extream hazard, and when there was no 
help to be expected but from thy immediate 
Interpoſition : Tbine Arm is not ſhortened i 
On Thee I humbly wait for Deli verance, and 
in thy Almighty Power and Grace I would 
humbly truſt that thou rang pins 0 


hear the Cries that are goin up Unto" thee, 
look on CHRIST the Great dabei ifice for the! 
Sin of the Towy, and ſpare thy people "Of 
Lord! —— Weare a very Sifu People, 
O triumpb in thy Forbearance towards uss 
As for my Self and Children, who are all 
f us Table to the Arreſts of 157, Sie] 
it ſhould prevail; I humbly for Christ, [ak 
entreat thee with my whole Heart: Lord 
awaken me by this Providence to be more 
weaned from the World, to ſue out the Pardon 
of my Sins, to ſeek after an Intereſt in thy 
fayour, Lord grant . 
N ; queſt 
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and the Life of my Children and Fa. 
mily at my Petition; and. let us living and 
dying be rhine. . 
00 God be merciful to the Town, .- Draw a 
Ene of Protection round about it. Smite- ur 
nor, but be Entreated of us and for us; — 
yet turn from the feirceneſs of thine 
and) be atoned Ito us ou Gif His e. 
Amen. b : - | 

* — - wand now how Tllutriouſly wil 
the — and Power of God appear, ſhould 
we be preſerved in ſuch eminent hazard? 
When I: conſider the Depravity & corruption 
of the Town , the Intemperance, the Injuſtice, 
the Lewdnefs, the prophane Curſing and 
Swearing that ĩs in ĩt, l have little Encourage- 
ment to expect a Reſpite. But when I conſi- 
der the Sacrifice of Chriſt for the Congrega- 
tion; when I conſider that as bad as we 
ure, yet that God. is more: fear d, and better 
Jexy d; that che Sabbath i. better andi sd 
that Vice 1s. more ſca „ than 
any el it gives me one Engourgge- 
te to hopg that God will There: 8 Fon 


we y ſi 11 f 
in the Mt 2 greater. LEE in, HAN 


den than ee of holy, Bout prayerfal 
Perſons, Who MORE: for the Sius 15 
bs 4 ce, 
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Sim; will not God make n differences: 


Would he have ſpared Sodom had there bend 


Ten, Rightesus Perſens in it, ant will he Mot 
re this great Tom, in which at: may be 

mitably ho#& ret are a milch grkater 
Mansber at Laar God and aivinfrild of Hig 
Jadtpurients > — Will not Gd an bis Owen 
Work, encourage and reward it ? — 8 
thar tho 1 caffe imfort my fel from an 
thing In ue, yet 10 ald ee pport m 
fel, and ſtrengtken my prey 2 — 
Nee and n Advancemene ot Hire 
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of riper years, and that they have been in- 
numerable, how juſtly may I be aſtoniſhed 
at God's Patience and Long ſuffering? W 
I conſider the many Hangers I have 2 , 

or- 


at Sea in Storms at Land in places of 
tal Contagious 81 


ickneſſes, and ſome parti. 
cular Deliverances from Death in eminent 
hazards; beſides the innumerable Accidents 
common to all daily, I muſt with wonder 
and thankſulneſs cry out. Lord, what am I 
that thou art thus wingfulof me 2 — Nor am 
only ſpar d but incircled with Abundance of 
Good. My houſe is fil'd with every good 
thing. And what is more I have the Her:- 
tage of thoſe that fear His Name, The Man- 
na of Heaven is rained about my houſe. O 
that I jwere ſenſible of my Privileges, and 
that my profiting were anſierable, 
Lord thou haſt lifted me up, — continue 
thy Loving kindneis to me. Spare me this 
Tear #lſo; Deal fayourably with me in thy 
Providence. Break in upon me by thine Al- 
mighty Grace. Prepare me for all Events. 
Let not my ſpared Life be to increaſe Guilt, 
but to advance thy Glory, and to work aug 
my Salvation more thoroughly; And when 
Death comes let it be fafe and joyful. 


_ 
TV » 
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8> W. HiksT's Remains. 
| _ * Ona New-Iears- Day. 
Pars de to the beginning of a New 
LI Tear I have withdrawn my ſelf this 
Day to humble my Soul before God by 
Prayer with Faſting, to confels my Sins, to 
Supplicate the Divine Fayour, and to im- 
plore the Smiles of God, more eſpecially in 
the following Particulars. 

I. That I may obtain the yy and full re- 
miſſion of all my Sins, which are many in 
number, and great in circumſtance. That 
the Spirit from on high may be poured out 
upon me, that I may have Grace to live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly and godly in rhis preſent evil 
Vorl. That God would ſtrengthen in me 
the things that remain, and carry on his 
work in my Soul to perfection. That I may 
be fav'd from Temptations, ſupported under 
them, and ſafely delivered out of them. That 
may be conducted ſafely through the 
changes, and ſnares of this ſinful troubleſome 
World unto Eternal Glory. 

2. That my Secular Affairs may be ſmiled 
on: That God who hath lifted nie up, would 
not return to caſt me down. That he would 
proſper my undertakings, give me fayour 
with my Employers, == prevail on them — 
WY | Others 
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others further to improve me, and make 
me faithful, prudent, diligent and ſucceſsful 
in managing the concerns committed to me. 

3. That inaſmuch as God in His Provi- 
dence hath bereaved me of my Companion; He 
would be pleas'd mercifully to direct and 
ſucceed me: in the choice f another. That he 
wou'd graciouſly dwell under my roof, and 
favour me with his viſits, that I may have 
wiſdom and grace to govern my Family and 
educate my Children. That I may. not in 
my choice of a Viſe be raſh, and inconſides 
rate, hurned by ſenſual deſires, or any irre- 
gular motives. That ſeeing all my caution 
and thoughtfulneſs is not ſufficient to fave 
me from entangling my ſelf in difficulties 
and ſorrows, if God withdraws ; for afterall 
poſſible ſearch and enquiry I may remain 
ignorant of the temper, diſpoſition, and 
circumſtances of the Perſon I joyn with; 
That therefore I may be daily waiting up- 
on God, and have my truſt entirely in him 
for guidance and influence. A prudent 
Wife is of the Lord, where then ſhould I go, 
but unto him for this Gift, Lord help me to 
wreſtle, and O that I may, prevail with God 
for favour in this 1 ; the Perſon I 
may joyn with, her temper, conduct, and 
W M 2 other 
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other eircumſtances will be 2 vei 
* of trbwn — God — will mu 1 
or lorrow- e, 
and 225 em conſiderable r= Mor my 
Spiritual concerns, and eater Me preparation for 
another and an une le State. In this 
Article therefore, —_ Hallo mezz Worm, 
a Sinner, to be earneſt,” to approach! with 
holy om and boldneſs unto the Throne 
of Grace, and Lord grant me a' gracious 
Aubper, hich: may flll my mouth with 
Praies, and enconrage ine to Fa N thee 
5 bor as I live. 
* 4. "Phat T may. bus bt un ding in 
the 5 vat and duty of Juſtice of tbe Peace, 
EST ce I 25 ſuſtain, that's may Rule 
ith e e 'that I may de nothing 


great 


1 185 gh 0 that 1 "rape! in the 


ſtrength of God, without 
fear vf ate to any! An. it Nerz 
Age "Thi God wou d be pleas d jo reſtore ny Tip 
te + former ſe chat he would mortify 
e our that Nele not me 


Su fears; 25 as there is an A- 
6 Tos the Man , he would be 
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6. That my Children may have the Grece: 10 
Gad i im vs in them. That they 
kept from the Infection of an ev For by 

fuk lafts, he cover d under the ae 
of the Wings of the moſt High GOD ;- live 
arid do worthily in their eneration, and 
be the Heirs of Eternal Life. 

7. That GOD: would have 4 cu U 
Regard 0 H ot her in her preſent languiſhing 
Circumſtances, that he would be the Lord her 
Heealer, ſpare and prolong her Life if it may 
be; chat her Sins may be Pardoned, and her 
End may be Peace. 

8. That I may be in a ſuitable 3 
duly prepared to wait upon GOD in the holy 
Exerciſes of thei Approaching Day, and parti- 
cularly at the Table of Chriſt, that I may not 
eat and drink to my own Condemnation, bac 
by Faith feed on the Body and Blood ofthe 
Lord Jeſus Chrift,and my Soul ani ſatisted 
with his Gooduels. 

» Eaftly, While i am thnzAddreſſi 1 
of all Grace for my ſelf and: Fvicuds, Id 
hot to forget Feriglem, but Pra that Pe 
May be in hoer Walls, and Proſperity in. 
Palades: that our Nations ay — 
with Salvation ©xhatothe King may hve 
wat the Royal” Family may e "wn | 
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this Land may abide before GOD continu- 
ally: that the Narives who dwell in the 
Wilderneſs may bow down to Chriſt ; that 
this Tear begun may not be dark, fickly, 
deadly, or on any Account diſtreſſing: that 
as the laſt, ſo this may be crown'd with the 
Favourof GOD, and much more abundantly: 
that the Province may be ſmil'd on in all its 
Intereſts, and all Orders and 'Societies of 

Men be bleſſed and made Bleſſings. That 
this Town may be very remarkably pious, 
vertuous and favoured by God; and that 
the whole Earth may be filled with His Glory. 
Io each and all of theſe Particulars, LORD 
bow down thine Ear and hear for Chriſt Je- 
ſus ſake : Amen and Amen. Lord ſay Amen. 


1 Ot” 0” rn rn ITE 


Upon his being Nam'd for and his Accepting of 
-#be Commiſſion for the Peace. | 
T NEcember 11. 1715. Being yeſterday in- 
| formed that I was appointed one of 
the” Fuſtices of the Peace for the County of 
Swfolk, it was very ſurprizing to me. As I 
never ſought it, nor made any Friends to 
obtain it for me, ſo neither had I any ex- 
tion of it, nor do I know what- were 
the Means, or who the Inſtruments of bun 
ing it about ” 
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I therefore think it my preſent Duty to 
enquire whether I ſhou'd accept or decline 
the Office, and in Sincerity and Earneſtneſs 
to ask Advice of God, his Direction and In- 
fluence. | 

Promotion comes neither from the Eaſt or 
from the Weſt, but the Sovereign God 1s the 
Arbiter and Diſpoſer thereof. It is He that 
hath inclined my Siperiours to this Choice: 
He is my Glory and the lifter up of my head. 
HE hath done me this Publick honour, My 
Stature is low and thereby I am expos d to 
Flirts and Squibs, I am little and deſpiſed ; 
but God thinks upon me, and is wiping away 
my reproach. 

And here I muſt fr/# conſider the Quali- 
fications for it, and the Duties of it. It re- 
quires Anowlege in the Law. It calls for Pru- 
dence, Courage, Faithfulneſs, Diligence and for 
Impartiality. That I be Eyes to the blind, 
Feet to the lame, that I put to my Shoulder 
in {uppreſſing of Vice and Prophaneneſs, that 
I be Exemplary, Grave, Temperate, Juſt, Pa- 
tient, and excel in all Vertue; that in 
matters berween Man and Man I regard not 
the Rich any more than the Poor; that in 
routs and riots; in drunkenneſs and other 
crumes ( which are too common in this * 


of what they have ſaid to perſwade me to it, 
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I have no reſpect of Perſons.” That I ſuffer 
not a Perſon of Diſtinction by his Eſtate, or 
Coemmiſſion to eſcape with impunity, any 
more than an inferiour. Perſons and that 1 
connive at the Immoralit ies of none thro 
fear or favour, and this hecauſe of the Oath 
F God. Here's the Offce that I am call'd-to. 
Alte is an honourable Poſt, but it is alſo 
burthenſome ; To take up only, or princi- 
pally for the ſake of the honour, without a 
regard to the duty will be vain and unwor- 
thy of a Chriſtian. What comfort will arife 
at Death that I have had the Title of Eſyrz 
and have been lifted up a ſmall degree a- 
bove my Neighbours, it-my conduct be not 
anſwerable to my Poſt? I confeſs that I feel 
my ſelf too much elated and carnally pleas d 
with the thing; but I defire with my Soul 
to abhor my ſelf for it, to ſuppreſs theſe mo- 
tions of Pride, and I mourn before God un- 
der the ſenſe of it, I hope it is tbe Evil that 
I would nt. 1275 

l have not had leiſure to write any more 
before I have had the Advice, and Requeft 
of ſundry Perſons in Town, and Letters from 
Salem ſignify ing that in their judgment it 
is my duty to accept of this Office. Ihe Sum 
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is, That I have a clear call to be ſervicea- 
ble to the Pwblick:z As to my Qbjedion of 
not being read in the Law, they reply that 
few at their firſt Entrance Are $1 a 
therein ; that a few Months | induſtry will 
furniſh me in ſome-good meaſure; that if T 
refuſe, che Commiſſion. wall be filled up with 
another it may be as little acquainted in 
the Law as my ſelf; — That immorality 
id prophaneſs do, mach abound in the 
Town, that few have courage to ſtem the 
Current, and that in their Opinion no that 


I have à door opeti for it, 1 ſhall fin in re- 
| fuſing to bear a Publick Teſtimony againſt 
this Torrent of Vice: that by being cloathed 


«> A. Agape 


with Authority, and having the Sword of 
' Juſtice in my hand, I may be a terror to 
evil doers, and inſtrumental of much good. 
What they bave ſaid hath been with that 
fſeriouſneſs, and ſincerity as I charitably 
ſuppoſe, and they are Perſons of that Gra- 
vity, Wiſdom, and Piety, that I dare not 


but pay a great deference to their Judg- 
ments: ſo that ruminating thereon, it ap- 
pear d to me that my call is clear from God, 
and Man, and that I ought to anſwer. it. 
Morebyer at length I found that 1t Vice pre- 


vnils, if diſarders, revels, routs ſhould con- 


tinue, 
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tinue, or increaſe, it wou'd in ſome meaſure 
Jye at my door, for that I have an opportu- 
nity to alliſt in ſuppreſſing them, and yet 
declined my help. I ſoreſaw that this wou'd 
gall my mind, and although there may be 
Fine oblique views in wp Acceptance, yet I 


hope I fincerely aim and reſolve to do all 
the Good I can, and diligently to apply my 


elf to the means of knowlege, I beg repen- 


tance and pardon for what I find of Error, 


I beg direction and aſſiſtance in the diſcharge 


of the Poſt. | 3 
And therefore on Tueſday the 27th of De- 


cember 1715. I took the Oath of GOD to in- 
tend and diſcharge the Office of a Fuſtice of | 
Peace for the Country of Suffolk, according to | 
the beſt of my underſtanding, and to diſpenſe 


Juſtice equally without reſpect of Perſons. 


-And now by the Grace and Help of God, I | 
deſign as I have Sworn to perform it, and to | 
proceed without partiality. I look on my | 
telf bound to ſtudy the Law, and in all caſes F 


to proceed towards the Rich and Poor, wath- 
out making any difference. My duty 
2s to endeavour that the end and. deſign of 


the Law be complyed withſo far as it is in 
my power, to ſhake my hands from bribes, 
to be laborious in ſuppfeſling of Vice, to be 
— a impartial Þ 
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innen in adminiſtring of Juſtice, to be 
zealous in the Cauſe of God, to favour na 
Man, to fear no Man, and patiently to bear 
the cenſures and talk of fools, when they- 
rate me as imprudent or a Buſie bady, or a 
forward Man, one that loves to be ſeen 


ö only becauſe I diſcharge the obligation that 


I am under: And it may be t ey would 
reflect as much, and with more reaſon,, if L 
ſhould neglect what they exclaim at. This 
I muſt expect, and if it were inſupportable 


I ſhould have refuſed the Charge. But I 


have Accepted; the Oath of God is upon 
me, it will be Sin nom to Euquir ee. 
Therefore O moſt Aligbey and Glorious GON 
who art Infinite in Wiſdom, in Goodneſs, 
Holineſs, Juſtice and Truth, and in all Per- 
fection, before whom all hearts are open, all 
deſires are known, and from whom no ſecrets: 
is hid, I humbly pray thee that thou wouldſt 
freely pardon whatever of Obliquity and Ex- 
ror hath been prevailing in me to accept this 
Office, and whateyer aims and views I have 
had at thy Glory, and to ferve,thy Intereſt. 
have influenced me to la my ſelf under an 
Oath eee rent: me there 
in; and inaſmuch as I want wiſdom and 
knowlege,. courage, reſolution, patience and 
Frs e diſcretion, 
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diſeretios and other qualifications to the free 
and faithful diſcharge of this Truft that is re- - 
poſed in ne. And Thou art the Fountain 
of all; and haſt commanded us to acknow- 
ledge thee in all our ways, and directed us 
that if we lack wiſdom, we ſhould ask it of 
thee, why givet liberally without upbraid- 
ing, F'beg'of thee to give me a Diſpoſition 
diligently to attend the means for obtaining | 
2 b underſtanding of the nature and duty | 
of ny Office, and giye ſuceeſs tomy Endea- 
_ vaury, encourage my heart and ſtrengthen 
my hands, let nothing be dane thro! Rrife, 
vain glory, or paztiality, but in ſingleneſs 
of hone r ele a+ the Glory of 


God; and with a fervent zeal againſt Vice 
and All Frithorallicy; And iiigſinuch as I may 
have. many ill rempers to confront, ſons of 
Belial; that have orwyn't caſt off the yoke | 
of Goyorninent, yr with, and many | 
Fe intricate@afks to manage therefore I be: || | 
3 th Thee to beſtow on me all thatealmneſs,” || * 
Pfrudeneę, diſcretipn, Eno lege, courage and 
| refolutjon, hic from time t time I may 
tand in need of Un the one hand fave | 
me from raſhneſs ar intangling my ſelf in 
Difficulties and Sorrows; On the other 
hand fuppert and encourage me in ſtrirmg 
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aer Sin, and let me not be weary of well · 
Let all my proceedings be ſuch as 
— 1 juſtifiable in the ſight of God and be- 
fore Man. Let the fear of God be before 
my eyes, and let the favour of God encom- 
paſs me, for the ſake of Feſus Chriſt, unto 
Him with the Father and the Holy Spirit be 
aſeribed the Kingdom, the Power and; the 
N Amen. 
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Upon the Death of his Wi GE 
Hr Hushand alſo and He praiſeth ber. k 


Uly 15. 1716. After many years Weak- 

J neſs, and the Sorrows of a broken 
Health, and about Eight Months confine- 
ment by a a grievqus Cough and a returning 
Fever, it pleaſed God to take away my 
Fife an 107 bref the roth Currant, abe 
Tele a Clockat Night. The Lord 5 
fe the ſtroke to me, and grant that I ga 
y to heart his hand, that I may wiſely o 

e his doings, and with Care en fe 
ceive We were Married 45 * 
Mobber the 170 1790. In her whol 

our it hath appear d to me | that a 
C25 4 eared 
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feared God, and hated that which ſhe knew 
to be ſinful. _ She did not affect the Gaity 
and Vanity of the World, either in dreſs oc 
any thing elſe, ſhe was a conſtant keeper 
home, and locked upon the Eveni —_ 
Viſite of Neighbours very unſeaſonable on 
many accounts, particularly as they exclud - 
ed private Devotions, and were a. cauſe of 
ſhuffling over Family Duties: I mean the 
Worſhip of God in them. Her Attire was 
neat, conformable to the decent Cuſtoms of 
the Town, but never in the extream, ſhe 
loved not to be firſt, nor the laſt in a new 
mode. She was. excellent at her Needle. 
Far from a ſtingy penurious ſpirit, yet no 
ways extravagant in her expences. She 
was a vertuous Woman ; and ben. price u WAs + | 
love rubies. My. heart ſafely; truſted 3 ip het,” 
Der Ms Lever in any fear, of. 191 from 
her, or wait by N my "Sub She 
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onfiſtent with her F 
= and the needy have cauſe ta reme | 
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2 She Ret? y ile her band to iy 
her with honour, She carefully diſcharge 
her duty to ter. Servants ;, even the meane 
in the Family had her regards, I mean my 


Negtd Man, whom | ſhe always: allowed 


e 


2 * 
— — — — — — — — - * - — - 
— —̃ ̃ —Iñ— —— — —— ö—˙ù4fPö¼ꝰʃ — 


ee 
=y 
— — 


one 


= bond en SS Cd TRIES 


tion of God's Houſe, the Place where His 


| life a great Terror to her. Her laſt Sickneſs 
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Bread to the full, and decent ſuitable Cloath- 
ing. She was much concerned for his Spiri- 
tual and Eternal Welfare, and was indefati- 
gable in her endeavours to learn him to read. 
She was a Woman of great Underſtanding, 
and a clear Judgment. She look d well to 
the ways of her Houſhold, and eat not the 
Bread of Idleneſs. She was a very tender 
affectionate Mother to her Children, and had 
2 peculiar skill in Educating of them, and 
through the Grace of God they honoured and 
highly eſteem'd her. She loved che Habita- 


Honour dwells, She eſteem d the Miniſters 
of Chriſt very highly for their works ſake. 
She honour'd the: Sabbath of the Lord, and 
on that Day (at her deſire ) I uſed to awake 
her an hour earlier in the Morning than the 
uſually roſe at. She was conſtant in her 
Secret Devotions, and allowed che Servants 
time for it, if they would improve it: and 
when ſne obſerved any of them to do ſo, it 
much endeared them to her E 

She lived believing that ſhe muſt Dye, and 
the thought of it was for the moſt part of her 


gave the firſt Aſſault ſuddenly aud violent lx, 
Which fill'd her wich amazing fears with 
0-449) 2 1 5 roſpect 
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teſpect to her Soul, this darkneſs continued 
about Two weeks, for which ſpace ſhe had 
no comfort, ſhe could not reſt Day or Night, 
wringing her hands, and watering her Couch 
with ter tears, wreſtling and pleading with 
God for Pardon of Sin, and an intereſt in 
Chriſt, and the Evidences of it: God graci- 
ouſty was prevailed on; heard her Prayers, 
eompos'd her mind, and gave her a good 
hope through Grace, ſo that ſhe main- 
rained a wonderful chearfulnefs through the 


Goodneſs of God, until about two Months 
before ſhe died, ſhe had her reſt uninter- 
Fupted, being free from pain and her Cough 
abacing in che Night; ſo that ſhe proſecuted 
her preparafions for Death with little: Ob- 
ſtruction. About Twelve Days before the 
Died, her illneſs came upon her violencly, 
and ſhock'd her in a few hours exceedingly; 
from this time ſhe had no expectation ot 
continuance, but {till would be in the uſe of 
means, ſaying that ſhe would not throw 
away her life. But all was ineffectual, ſhe 
declin d ſenſibly every Day; At laft God 
made her willing to Dye, and to deſire not 
to return to the World. She would often 
repeat Rev. 21.4, And there ſball be no moro 


ſorrom, 
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orrow, nor hein, nur crying, nor death, for the 
Hes 5 s are paſſed: 9 On her. laſt 
477 ſhe . ad the time paſt . Eg, She was 
to the laſt perfect in her underſtanding,which 
was agreeable to h 13 1 for the re- 
ueſted of me ſome s before 0 2 
that if ſhe ſhould loſe. and 
— ſuffer her to have any Opiate W e 
Application not for a thouſand Worlds. A- 
bout Twenty Minutes before ſhe Died, ſhe 
deſired to be turned in her Bed being weary 
with lying, which was done for her, but it 
was more than her ſtrength would alloke, ſo 
that ſhe grew faint any raaned, being asked 
if ſhe felt. any anſwered, All. is 
Eaſis, and in a n dune depa parted 
Life, to the n of that which 1 5 
ternal, beyond the reach of Sin and 
all Taſts are perfectly ſubdyed, all her 5 
nemies totally vanquiſh d, and ſhe triumphs 
riouſly in tha God of her Salvation. No 
more Doubts. diſquiets her,. no more Fears 
diſreſt, the zeſts not only in the Aſſurance, 
but in 'the Enjoyment of Gods love, and ler 
reſt. is Glorious. 
The Lord awaken me by chis Heavy Dis 
penſation to. give all RAE | to pre 
for my on turn, aye in the hopes w ich 


puns 
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we have of her ſafe Arrival at the Place and 
State of the Saint Everlaſting Reſt, let m 

meditations on Heaven, and the poſſibility 
of getting there add a new pleaſure to my 
chonghts, and excite me to greater diligence 
In my Preparations, that I may meet her 
at the Laff Day, that we may aſcend together 
after the Judgment, and be ever with rhe 
Card.” Bd now a 1G 
Oord God, who att the God of the Spi. 
7its of all Fleſb,'T humbly pray thee to break 
in upon wy Ont Þ thy all-conquering 
Grace, let this Providence prove of ſavin 

advantage to me; ſuffer me not to deſpiſe 
thy chaſtnings, nor to faint under thy re- 


bukes ; help me to Ferie thee in the day of 


viſitation. Let all my Sins be forgiven, 
particularly my Sins in the relation I ſtood 
in to her; for I have been very defeCtive in 
my duty inthis as well as other inſtances, and 
ſtand in need of pardoning mercy. Whatſo- 
ever was pure, whatſoever was praiſe-wor- 
thy in her, help me to think of thoſe things, 


and to” follow her wherein ſhe followed 


Chriſt, let me always think of her with 
eſteem and honour,” and her name be to me 
2s precious Ointment, And now that my 


Children and Family are under my more 


immediate 
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immediate Government, beſtow on me all that 
love and tenderneſs, that prudence and wif- 
dom, that patience and meekneſs, that cou - 
rage and reſolution that I need and. every 
gift and grace that 1s neceſſary to qualify 
me for their Education, and the overſight 
of them, Dwell O Gracious GOD under my 
roof, let my Children be thine, let them be 
the care of a gracious Providence, the ſub- 
jects of thy Grace, and the objects of thy 
Complaiſance. Let them live and do wor- 
thily in their Generation. Let my Seryants 
ſerve the Lord, be faithful and chearful in 
their Service to me and mine, and let my 
whole houſe be a Bethel conſecrated to GOD; 
Let us live in love and peace, let me walk 


with a perfect heart in my houſe maintain- 


ing the Worſhip of God in it, furmſh me 
with all thoſe gifts and graces which I am 
more eſpecially called in my preſent cir- 


cumſtances to the exerciſe of, Save me from 
ſinning againſt thee, uphold my goings in 


thy way, that iny feet ſlip not. Give me 
my daily Bread, feed me with Food conve- 
nient, carry me through all my changes, fit 
me for my laſt, eſtabliſh thy Covenant with 
me for an Everlaſting Covenant 'to 'be a 
God to me and to wy Seed, be my Portion 
ha, 5 0 el iI 
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in the Lund of the Living, and be my Porti- 
on forever. This is all my Salvation, and 
all my deſire, Fulfil it for the ſake of the 
Lord 7706 Chrift to Him with the Father and 
the Holy Ghoſt be Glory forever. Amen. 
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A Solemn 44 of SELF-DEDICATION. 
Begun Auguſt 25, and finiſhd September 
23, 1716. 

Unuft 25, 1716. It having pleaſed God 
A of late greatly to afli me, by taking 
away my Vie; whom l can with Sincerity 
call the defire of my Eyes: and alſo in cau- 
ſing a violent and obſtinate humour to ſettle 
for ſome Months in my Lip by which He 
threatned to ſeparate me to a very diſmal 
evil; I wou'd therefore now humble my ſelf 
under his rebukes, and juſtity him in his 
proceedings, acknowledging that the Lord 
is Righteous for I have ſinned againſt him; 
and I alfo aſcribe Mercy as well as Righte- 
ouſneſs to my Maker, for it 1s from chence 
that T am not conſumed. And now under his 
Rod I defire heartily to ſubmit, and accept 
of the puniſhment of my Sins, and. under my 
bereavement to cleaye the cloſer to him, be- 
. lieving 
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lieving that 77 is good for m to draw neat to 
God. I confeſs that I have walked very un- 
towardly, very unſuitable to that Profellion 
that I make, and thoſe Bonds that l am un- 
der : Lord I am thine by all Engagements, 
but I have not been Even and Stedtaſt in my 
walk; I have revolted, and turned back, 
and gone on perverſely in my own ways, 
particularly I confeſs, that I have been very 
defective in Relative Duties; and more par- 
ticularly, I fear that I did not carry it as I 
ought to my Vie, that I was too impatient, 
too apt to reſent what was offenſive to me, 
that I was not aſſiſting in her Spiritual con- 
cerns as I ſhould have been; and for theſe 


and other miſcarriages thou hait ſmote me. 


J lie at thy foot, I beg forgiveneſs for Chriit's 


ſake, I would fly to thy Mercy through him. 


As a Father pitties his Children, fo do thon 
pity me; Lord, caſt me not off, but grant 
me an intereſt in that Covenant which C 
is the Mediator of, beſtow on me the Sp'iri- 


tual Bleflings of it, be my God and make 


me' thy Servant devoted to thy tear ; ſuffer 


me not to depart from thee, but help me. 


to cleave to thee with full purpoſe of heart. 
In a ſenſe of my miſcarriages, in a ſenſe ot 
my duty to love, obey and ſerve thee, I 
6 have 


— — — 


et — 


102 Mr. HIRS Ts Remains, 


have for ſome weeks paſt purpoſed to lay 
my ſelf under nem Ties hereunto, and to Vow 
that if God will graciouſly heal my Lip, and 
ſave me from my fears, that God ſhall be 
my God, and that I will be for him and for 
him only. This Bond I am under antece- 
dent to any Vow, even from my firſt breath, 
but I make the Vow in gratitude to God, 
an to ſtrengthen my Obedience, and al- 
tbou God hath merciſully abated the Ma- 
lan, very much huſh'd my fears; Yet 
T look i ſelf bound to comply with my 
purpales, yea the unexpected favour of 
God dall encourage me hereunto 

Auzuit 25, And 1 do now humbly, ſeri- 
ouſly and thankfully avouch the Great Je- 
hovab, One Gcd, in Three Perſons, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt for my God, devoting 
and dedicating unto Him my ſelf, my Chil- 
dren, all chat I am, and all that I have, to 
his Service and for his Glory: owning his 


right and propricty in me and mine; and. 


promiſing by his Grace( on which I depend ) 
not to alienate any thing from him. As [ 
ſaid before, ſo I repeat it: I: is good for me 
ro draw near to God. The Worldling, the 
Intemperate, the Unchaſt may vainly and 
fooliſhly think their Good confiſts in the gra- 

a 
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fication of their different inclinations; and 
too long have I ſought happineſs in finful 
ways, and too much do I decline from the 
paths of Vertue, and too prone am I to ſtart 
from what in my Judgment appears to be 
my duty: yet I believe it 1s beſt for me to 
keep to God, to walk with him, to truſt in 
him, to obey his Commands, and to have 
him for the portion of my Soul forever. I 
have lately ſeen my Wife fainting and lan- 
guiſhing for many Months, under a prevail- 
ing conſuming Sickneſs ; I have heard her 
groans, I haye known the fears, and the hopes 
of hier Soul too in her departing days; did 
ſhe not then ſay, that to be without an In- 
tereſt in Chriſt was to be moſt miſerable, 
that an Intereſt in him was more Valuable 
than a thouſand Worlds, and that her hope 
therein was her only ſupport and kept her 
from ſinking. 2 

September 1. And will it not be my turn 
ere long? Muſt ! not follow her into the dark 
and filent Grave? Well in the Approaches 
of that King of Terrors, ſurely the World 
will appear as a cheat, Sin exceeding ſinful, 
Hell very terrible, and the Wrath of God 
amazing. Then Holineſs will be prized, 
2 Pardon highly valued, the Fayour of _ 
. mo 
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moſt deſired, and without ( at leaſt) a good 
hope of it my Soul will be in bitterneſs. 
Grant then O LORD that I may realize 
things now, as I ſhall do then. That I may 
be watchful, humble, meek, righteous, pati- 
ent, {elf-denying, temperate, chaſt, & prayer- 
ful, and that above all things I may put on 
Charity. LORD poſſeſs me with the truth 
of Grace, and give to me a fight and ſenſe 
of it in my Soul. Give me a true lively 
Faith in the Lord Jeſus, that I may become 
united to him, that I may have a conſtant 
ſupply of all Grace from him, and grow up 
into him in all things who is the head, Let 
his Sacrifice arone for me, his Righteouſneſs 
juſtify me, h is ſpirit ſanctifie me; and thus 
being made ſtrong by bis Grace, beautiful 
thro! his Comelineſs, and righteous thro 
his Righteouſnefs, let me at laſt meet my 
Wife with comfort; and not be aſhamed 
when the Son of Man ſhall appear in Power 
and great Glory. 1 


- 


But before this Great Change, God only 


knows what leſſer Changes may paſs over me; 


Imay be Proſperous, Honourable, Healthy, 
the World ſimilingon me, the Rocks pouring 
out Oil to me, I may ſwim in Oatward En- 


joyments: But if I have not the Favour 
0 
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of God, where lies the ad vantage ofall this? 
I ſhall never until then, obtain any ſolid ſa- 
tistaction, the meaneſt and moſt deſpica- 
ble Perſon on earth, having the favour of 
God, knows more of true comfort and happi- 
neſs; than that Man does, who is deſtitute of 
it, though he hath a plentiful Harveſt, and 
divides the Spoil.— On the other hand 1 
may - be crofled, diſappointed, reproached, 
malign'd, reviled, become diſhonourable and 
baſe in the eye of the World. I may have 
my body filled with loathſome, painful diſ- 
eaſes ; my Eſtate waſted, my Name vili. 
fyed, my Children removed. 

September 9. But if I have a GOD to re- 
pair to, all will be well: if not, what a ſting 
will be in all, how wretched is that Man's 
condition, that muſt bear his burden him- 
ſelf; that hath neither skill, nor will, nor 
encouragement to caſt it upon God ! but 
how happy 1s the Perſon that enjoys God in 
all; that in the Smiles of Providence receives 
the favours as coming from a Fathers hand, 
and as a token of ſpecial love: that under 
corrections hath, Divine teachings, and con- 
ſolations, that hath the rod as well as the 
ſtaff of God to comfort him; He's free 
from the tumult and er, that ariſes in, 

the 
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the Soul deſtitute of Grace; God ſuſtains 
him, he ſhall not be caſt down. A good 
Man is ſatisfyed from himſelf: he ſubmits, 
he bears the Indignation of the Lord, he 
waits with patience God's time for Delive- 
rance ; in the mean time he improves his 
changes in a diligent Preparation for his 
laſt, and ſupports himſelf that although his 
Afflictions may continue until that time, 
yet then they ſhall come to a perpetual end, 
and that in the mean time they ſhall ſubſerve 
to his real happineſs. In this view he re- 
Joyces in Tribulation, he rejoyces in hope of 
the Glory of God. 

This confirms more ſtrongly what is be- 
fore aſſerted; that it is good for me to draw 
near ro God. And as I ought to do this on 
all Occafions, ſo more eſpecially in parti- 
cular Caſes, The particular Cauſes of this 
Tranſaction are already mentioned ; to 
which I would add Auotbher of great concern, 
though not thought of until now, vis. By 
the Death of my Wife I am diſmiſs'd from 
the Relation I ftood in, to her, and am free 
to marry another, and although I have no 
intention to do it as yet, nor is there any 
Perſon in the World that my thoughts haye 
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her in this relation; yet inaſmuch as Mar- 
riage is a remedy againſt Sin, the Ordi- 
nance of God, and a ſtate (where the tem- 
pers are agreeable) moſt eligible, and on 
many accounts to be preferr'd to a ſingle 
life. I would therefore be early with God, 
whom I ought to acknowledge in all my 
ways, and | earneſtly entreat thy favour 
in this affair, That if I ſhould again make 
ſuit to any Perſon in order to Marriage, 
thou wouldft mercifully direct me in my 
choice, and ſucceed me therein: let me 
Not be led by fancy, nor aim principally 
at Worldly Intereſt, but chiefly let my aim 
be at a Perſon of Vertue and Piety, under- 
ſtanding and prudence ; diligence and faith- 
tulneſs, frugality and liberality; a healthy 
conſticution, a good temper, and a meek and 
quiet Spirit Let her be one whoſe feet will 
abide in my Houſe, in whom my heart may 


ſafely truſt, who will ftretch forth her 


hands to the Poor, and in whoſe tongue is 
the law of kindneſs : who will do me good 
and not evil : who will carry it well to my 
Children, not ſcrape and ger all ſhe can 


from them, not ſlight and deſpiſe them; not 


N begrutch what is beſtow'd on them: but 
that will ſtudy their comfort, rejoyce in 
| 5 p 2 | their 
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their welfare, and tenderly regard their E- 
ducation. That we may (being coupled 
in fear) walk together in all the Ordinan- 
ces, and Commandments of the Lord with- 
out blame, and be Heirs together of the 
Grace of Life. | | 
September 22. Theſe are the Mercies and 
Favours which in a more particular manner 
J am at this time waiting on God to beſtow 
upon me; the conferring of which ſhall lay 
me under a freſh and ſtronger obligation of 
Devotedneſs to him all my days. 

And l do now after ſome Peeks Conſidera- 
tion before I began this Solemn Tranſaction, 
and after the ſpace of time which as my 
leiſure allowed me, I have been compoſing 
this Inſtrument, J ſay after ſo long a time of 
conſideration, I do now continue of the ſame 
mind, hat it is beſt for me to draw near t0 
God, And therefore I moſt ſeriouſly, ſo- 
lemnly, and without reſerve, do devote and 
conſecrate unto God, my ſelf and mine to 
be His for ever, promiſing not to allow my 
ſelf in any known Sin, praying that I may 
be kept from every ſecret Sin, from indul- 
ging any Luſt, that though it be as dear as 
my right hand or right eye, I may be ſe- 
parated from it. And that if there is any 
7 | thing 
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thing now, that is offenſive to God which I 
have an unwillingneſs to be ſenſible of ( as 
I know of none) or if hereafter it ſhould be 
ſo, that God of His Infinite Mercy and Free 
Grace would open my eyes, and haſten the 
day of His Power to make me willing. 
September 23. In a ſenſe of my own weak- 
neſs, I defire to lay hold on God's ſtrength; 
in a ſenſe of my defects, my pronneſs to 
tranſgreſs, my backwardneſs to duty, my 
1mperfect obedience, I renounce and diſclaim 
all righteouſneſs of iny own ; I would fly to, 


and lay hold on the Righteouſneſs of the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, & on that only, as being only, as 
being alone ſufficient to juſtify me. Many & 
great have been my Sins, but the Blood of 
Feſus cleanſes from all Sin, frequent are my 
miſcarriages and flips and falls, but God 
can uphold and make me to ſtand. Its his 
promiſe, I will heal your backſlidings and 
love you freely; I will pardon your iniqui— 
ties and receive you gracioully. 1 will put 
my fear in your hearts and you ſhall nor 
depart from me. In God I will praiſe his 
Word by believing it. O let me experi- 
ence the truth of it Lord I am thine fave 
me: let me never forget thy Precepts, ne- 
ver forget my Bonds, He chou my Portion 

2 in 
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in the Land of the Living. My God in 
Life, my Guide unto, my Stay in Death, and 
my Portion for ever. Make me ſtedſaſt in 
thy Covenant, leave me not: to trifle with 
thee, and with my Soul. Let integrity and 
uprightneſs preſerve me. Fit me for all 
Changes, eſpecially for my laſt ; let me 
have hope in the Day of Death, a good hope 
that will not fail me, that ſo I may have 
confidence in the Day of judgment. This 
Solemn Dedicarion of my ſelf to the One Trae 
end Living God, Father, Son, & Holy Ghoſt, 
I now finiſh as my Free-Will-Offeiing, and 
ſubſcribe to it as my Voluntary Act and 
Ded, this Twenty-tizd Bay of September 


1716. 
" Grove Hirſt. 
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Upon the Death of his AOTHE R. 
Her Children riſe up and call ber Bleſſed. 


A 21. 1717. I am now again under 
the Rebukes of God, who on the Fifteenth 


Inſtant about Four a Clock removed my 
MOTHER from hence to the Heavenly 
World, When I ſay to the Heavenly V. we 
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Iſay whatT cannot without breach of charity 
but conclude. Ever ſince my remembranceſhe 
hath been ſtrictly Religious. In the Infancy 
of me, and my Siſter Price, ſhe was unwea- 
ried in her endeayours to unplant a boly 
Principle in us, and continued conſtantly to 
inſtruct us in the things of our everlaſting 
Concerns ; She taught us alſo, and ſaid unto 
us, let your hearts retain my words Get 
wiſdom, get underſtanding, * it not, neither 
decline from the words of my mouth. She 
watched over us with a holy jealouſy, en- 
couraged us when we did well, reproved and 
corrected us when we erred : She charged us 
to keep the Commarttments of the Lord: 
ſhe frequently called us aſide from the Fa- 
mily, to counſel, warn and adviſe us, to Pray 
with us, and for us, and was full of con- 
cern for our Immortal Souls. Nor was ſhe 
at all remiſs in a prudent care for our pre- 
ſent welfare; but freely laid her ſelf out 
for our comfort in Sickneſs and in Health; 
and I ſuppoſe her not leſs thoughtful for my 

ro Brothers, but they being much younger 
than we, her conduct to them fell not under 
our obſeryation. As for my Siſter and my 
Self we are witneſles to her Prayers, her 
Tears, her conſtant retirements for ſecret 
| | Devotion; 
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Devotion; her Charity, her Labours of 
Love, her good Works; and this in Oppo- 
ſition to long and fore Temptations. | 

She was an active diligent Woman, a 
faithſul prudent Wife, a tender affectionate 
Mother, a friend to the Poor; and they la- 
ment the Loſs of her. I cannot but think 
that ſhe was a real Chriſtian, ſhe was mighty 
in the Scriptures, a devout Woman, that 
feared God, and Prayed always. 

Indeed the was moſtly under Darkneſs, 
and did not ſhine fo bright as ſome ( per- 
haps of leſs worth) by reaſon of many, long, 
and violent Temptations. But I know her 
ſeeret mournings, her fears, her bitterneſs, 
and ſome of her hopes too. Holy Men, Holy 
Converſation was what ſhe delighted in; 
and I canrot think (who beſt knew her ofany 
Perſon) but that God hath taken her Soul 
to the Spirits of Fuft Men made perfect, and to 
the Enjoy ment of Himſelf. 143 

Well then having this hope I may no? 
weep. fur ber, but for my Self, who am yet 
in Arms, in a Militant ſtate, called to the 
exerciſe of patience, hardineſs, watchings and 
labours. The Lord grant I may. be faith- 
ful, diligent, always upon my Gaurd, re- 


ſiſting ſtedfaſtly ſtriving againſt Sin uy 
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I am difmiſs'd and then through Chriſt let 
me be more than a Conquerour : Let me 
put off my Armour in Triumph. Amen. 


— 9 — — — „ 2» 


On the Suppoſal of his Marrying again, 
Prudent Wife is of the Lord. © 


FA OD hath made Ma# a ſociable Crea- 

ture, and therefore ſaw it was not 

good for him to be alone. In his holy and 
unerring Providence he hath taken away 
my Wife, and J am left deſolate z my pre- 
fent ſingle ſtate is very unagreeable, which 
together with the confideration of my Chil- 
dren being all young, and in want of a pru- 
dent Guide and Overſeer, and being chiefly 
Daughters, makes it appear neceſſary that 5 
Marry again: This is a Tranſaction of ſuch 
concernment, and great importance; the 
welfare and comfort, or the trouble and ſor- 
row of my future Life, the advantage or 
damage of my Children depending ſo much 
upon the Temper and Circumſtances; the 
agreeableneſs or unſuitableneſs of the Perſon 
whom I make choice of; — and it will ha ve 
ſuch an influence on my Spiritual 8 
5 | | that 
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that Jam in a great ſtrait.— Well then 
why can't I live Single, where is the ne- 
ceſſity of Aſarriage? I know of no abſolute 
necellity, but if God beſtows on me a ſuita- 
ble agreeable Viſe, it will be much to the 
comfort of my Lite, and much to the ad- 
vantage of my Children; for although 
my Houſekeeper is a very prudent, quiet, 
faithful and diſcreet Woman; and I cannot 
mend my ſelf in the Poſt ſhe is in; yet my 
Children know that ſhe is ſubject to me, 
and will not ſubmit to her, nor be directed 
by her as to a Perſon my equal, and that 
bears the title of, Aſatber, nor wou'd it be 
udent in me to give her ſuch an abſolute 
power over them, nor to expect ſuch an en- 
tirę ſubjection from them to her; as would 
he granted to a Wife, and I ſhould expect 
they; ſhould yield to her for their good. 
After all I have wrote, and more that I have 
thought of this affair, there is {ch a depen- 
dance on the Perſon I may Marry, and the 
conſequences of my Marriage, of ine and my 
Children being advantaged or.. prejudiced, 
that I know not what to do, but my eyes 
are unto thee O Gad the Lord for direction, 
eee ont; 1 
June 29, 1717. And I ſequeſter my 04 
that 
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that I may at this time with the more free- 
dom, humbly and earneſtly ſeek thy favour 
in this affair of ſo great Importance. Lord 
be with me, fill me with ſuitable defires, 
velp me to plead in a right manner, to a K 
under the government of a holy principle. 
and to draw nigh to thee in the Name and 
Merits of Chris. I look on it as my duty to 
be waiting on thee by humble Prayer at all 
times, and in all caſes, eſpecially in great 
aud weighty concerns I look on 1t as my, 
privilege and advantage that I may do fo, 
then ſurely I cannot think it a vain thing to 
commit my ſelf, and all my concerns, and 
this great concern to God, who can, and 
who only can give an anfwer of Peace, the 
deſired anſwer, Let me by a happy expe- 
rience find it good to do fo. Thou wilt 
hear the deſire of the humble, thou wilt 
Yrepare their heart, and cauſe thine Ear to 

ear. Lord prepare my heart and anſwer 
my requeſts, for the preparation of che heart, 
and the anſwer of the tongue are from thee. 


O Lord God Almighty, O God of all Grace, 
who diſpoſeſt of all Perſons and things, ac- 
cording to thy own will; who ordereſt all 
affairs, and bringeſt about all changes, and. 


3 whoſe 
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whoſe Providence governs the World,and all 


Creatures; Thou even Thou art the alone 
Object of Prayer, and whither elſe ſhould 
1 go, ſeeing it is with thee to make com- 
fortable or uneaſie, happy or miſerable. 
Thou haſt made it our duty to prefer our 
Petitions unto thee, and it is our honour 
and privilege that we may do ſo, we are 
commanded to Pray, and are encouraged by 
thy Promiſes to obey this Command. I 
_ adore thy Grace and Condeſcenſion in this 
liberty of acceſs ,unto thee. As Creatures 
we are mean, yet God does not deſpiſe us ; 
as Sinners we are vile, yet God does not ab- 
hor us. Lord who am I duſt and aſhes, a 
Worm and a Sinner that I ſhould have leave 
to Pray before thee, the Great and Holy 
God, with any encouragement. of ſucceſs : 
But ſeeing ſuch is thy Grace to Man, that I 
may come, and wo is unto me if I omit it; 
let ſuch be thy Grace in me as may enable 
me to embrace the privilege, and to anſwer 
thy demands. Open my mouth wide, fill 
it with Arguings, and help me to order my 
Speech before thee. - Make me. fervent in 
Spirit while I am waiting upon God. And 
becauſe, that I am a Sinner, and have no 
right to any fayour until I have obtained a 
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Pardon, nor would any temporal good be 
of any I in a ſtate of guilt ; there- 


fore I firſt of all entreat of thee, the. free 


and full remiſſion of all my Sins, Lord par- 


don mine iniquities for they are very great. 


Lord do it, and thy Glory ſhall be great in 


my Salvation; and as a ſign and evidence 
that thou haſt pardoned me, ſanctify me and 
prepare me for the Inheritance of the Saints 
in Light. And now after theſe requeſts, 
which I earneftly above all things Pray in 
the Name of Chriſt that Imay not be denied 
in, they being above all things moſt ne- 
ceſſary, I bring before thee my particular 
Concern which at this time I have in a 
more eſpecial manner ſequeſtred my ſelf to 


: ſeek thee with reſpect unto. Lord help me 


to ask from a right principle, with right aims, 
and in a right manner. In thy holy and al- 
wiſe diſpenſation thou haſt bro't me into a 
ſingle ſtate, in which I have remain'd for 
ſuch a ſpace of time, as that I may without 
the charge of indecency, and ſlight to the 
memory of my late Companion entertain tte 
thoughts of Marrying again. It is a ſtate 
honourable in all; Thou who kneweſt it 
beſt for Man not to be alone didſt ordain 
and inſtitute Marriage, and CHriſt by Ws, pre- 

| ence 
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ſence hath honoured the Ordinance. It is 
thy appointment, as to continue Man upon 
Earth; ſo ſor the comfort of Man while he 


remains here; and alſo as, remedy againſt 


Sin. But inaſmuch as by Sin we have for- 
feited every favour; and by our folly, and 
thy righteous Judgment for our Sins, e ven our 
bleſſings often prove a curſe, and particu- 
larly he Marriage Life is frequently a for- 
rowful, miſerable life, ariſing from the tem- 
per and diſpoſition of the Perſon We Marry, 
or from ſome unknown circumftance at- 
tending, or unforeſeen Providences follow- 
ing us after Marriage; partly becauſe rath- 
Iy and ſuddenly engaged in, wi:hont con- 

deration, and from no higher views than the 
gratification of ſenſe; and partly from the 
Sovereignty of God who may diſpoſe of us 
as he pleaſes : But yet herein he never acts 
purely in Sovereignty, for we mult always 
acknowledge that the Lord is righteous. I 
therefore look up unto thee O God, for thy 


rtant Article of my Life. Lord graci- 

y direct and influence me in my choice: 

or whether not to make choice yet of any: 
Diſcover to me clearly whether is moſt ex- 
pediĩent, that I remain ſingle, or that I again 
a | enter 


gracious direction and influence in this very 
un 
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enter into the Martiage ſtate: And if the 
former, vouchſafe to me continence, purity 
of heart, modefty and gravity in converſa- 
tion, and thy favourable preſence and com- 
pany in my Solitude: if the latter, let me 
proceed in thy fear, do chou vouchſafe to 
me Grace and Wiſdom to direct and to 
reſtrain me, that I may from holy and wiſe 
ends make my choice; and don't ſuffer me 
to be deceived in the temper, diſpoſition or 
circumſtances of the Perſon, nor to act 
raſhly, ſuddenly or inconſiderately, in a 
light humour, that I ſhould with leiſure re- 
_ of my hafty act. Let not Beauty al- 

re me: for that is deceitſul: nor Riches 
govern me: for they are uncertain : but tho 
theſe are the gifts of God, to bereceiy'd with 
thanksgiving; yet not - firſtly and princi- 
ally to be Toke after in the choice of a 

ife. Let my choice be of one fearing 
God, eminent for virtue, meek and quiet in 
Spirit, prudent, diſcreet, grave, chaſt ; and 
then in a ſecondary way, let me fix on a 
Perſon that is amiable, and whoſe circam- 
ſtances may have a proſpect of rendring our 
lives the more comfortable. Lord grane 
that I may ſee to this, that I love before [ 
marry, that I well affect her; and * 
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I proceed not precipitantly, but weigh the 
matter and count the coſt; conſider my 
own- cxrcumſtandes, and have a due regard 
to my dear Children; and having done thus, 
not reſt here, but refer the matter to thee, 
and have my dependance on thee, for a Per- 
ſon in all reſpects, ſuitable and agreeable 
for me; a meet help while I am in this 
World, and an aſſiſtant in my . endeavours, 
to get a part in a better. And grant 
that whenever I Marry, or with whom- 
ſoever, it may be in Mercy, and we may be 
to each other a rich Gift from God, a token 
of his eſpecial -loye and favour, that we 
may; live in love and peace, and that the 
God: of Peace and Love may dwell with us. 
Grant this O Lord fox the ſake of Feſus Chriſt, 
through whom we: have Acceſs unto thee, 
wich any hopes of Audience, unto Him with, 
the Farber, & the Holy Ghoſt, be Glory and 
Dominion for ever, Amen. 505 
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A Letter to his Hlaeſt Daught ane 
Month: herinhe Died, w : 
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10 dir May Hit, at Salem. 
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Hi left you at tk with! 2 pes 
that you remain there for ſome oben 


and . condic tering that ' you are juſt enterin 
the 180 W 15 is fra dh 0 of 50 
cret ion; ut that he e O 
Nature, Gaity of Youth,” ill Example and 
neglect of Parents, or from all theſe Inftan- 
ces they re Mm, realty ears of the moſt folly 
and vanity uch as your future 
Coniteery an n * the oͤther World de Fan 
very much on fixing your Principles an 
forming our Mann 7 *aright wie you 
are Young, and alſp on your Conduct in the 
three or tour next enſning Tears: For theſe 
140 .1 cannot anſwer the Duty of — 
elation I ftand i in, ſhould I omit fo preſent 
you with a Reperition of thoſe DireGiong 
and Inſtructions which you have had con- 
ſtantly nar 5 upon you, and Th ops not 
without Succeſs, _ 
; In 
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mm tlie Arſt plaoe I charge you to Read a 
Portion of God, lud, and to vertire every 


rning and Evening to Worſhip the Great 
GOD. t made won. nd. from Whom you 


Toff and muſt N every good thin 
To Him you 'mwuft* for the ſupply of all 
your Wants, and to Him muſt be return'd 


TER: and, grateful Acknowledgments 
that you enjo 
1 e 505 27 1 adviſe! 157 yoh 
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N 33 one. Scripture b ig an Interpreter to 
another; ne 5 you wil 1505 ny eneral 
knowlege of the Co Ty .of tha 25 Book. 
Kant hn ea eſe Xt Wh 
and faying.IHuminatio was _Timot 
honourable er, Thar} From ' 2, Child be 
the Seripturen. 
In * 2. Addr les to God Pry 190 of all 
nl 
185 d udordi- 


His Kingdom, a 
nation and with f . Re- 
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and Ne earches the Heart: HAT re be 


Reverend. fe ſenſible of your wahts and 
ask 
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'  Unvorthineſs and ask in His Namo ubs be 
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TEA Ak 
ask with fervency. Be affe&ed with your 
Mercies,' and let the Abou. of - Tk V, 
your hearty Praiſe. Be convine df 


Father heareth always.” for 3%.4 . veg 
© Attend the Devotions of the Family: with 
Conſtanty and Gravity! Your Vears are 
ſo far adpane'd that T think'F may diſmiſs 
you from the common Method of Inftru&i- 
on by Catechizing : But keep in mind that 
Form of ſound Words which you have heard 
and learned. When the Publick Lectures 
return, never let your place be empty. 
Sanctifie G0 D's Sabbath, and reverence 
His Sanctuary. And remember that a bare 
Obſervation of theſe Duties is not ſufficient. 
Unleſs a Tincture of Religion runs thro your 
whole Converſation, Acts of Worſhip will be 
of little Value. For the Grace of God tbat 
brings Salvation teacheth ut, that denying all 
Ungodlineſs and Worldly 1 we lian 8 moth; 
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Therefore in the net ans: I charge 
to abhox every thing that is Evil- Aſſbeiate 
not with vain Companjons 9.55 not on the 
Scriptures, fear chat 5 55 2 Bread Numb, 
1h "LORD! * 90! Hunt hf Taft; 
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ſelf i in the fear and then you may. 
theifavour af GOD. 
In our particular Buſineſs I exhort fo. 


Diligence. Let not your Needle ruſt for | 


want of uſing. Man Ares made like tlie 
Leviathan for play, nor 
ſleep. God expect that we labour working 


with vn bands the thing that is god: if — 8 


anſwer his ex ns we may be ſure not 
to fail of a Reward. When you have dif 
miſs d your Needle , 8 your Pen: 
Mriting is ſo very uſeful that the general 
neglect of it in year. Sex is a fault that ad. 
mats of no Excuſe. 

For your Recreation 1 14 ſs to the read 
ing of Hylom and other Books that may 
communicate Knowlege. But Romancer and 
Nanels:that tend only. to corrupt your Mind, 

it them; they have no to your 
Tims and 'are unworthy the. — 5 of * 

tional, much more of an ee 805 
Sometimes pay a Viſt to your Relations and 


Acquaintance, and chuſe ſuch for your Com- 
pn as you may receive m from. 
not light and frolicſome in your Conver-, 
ſation, nor dull und dumpiſh, but maintain 
1 It any thing Obſc N 

e in 2 your Preſence, 
ne 
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your diſlike by Silence, and refuling ſo much 
as to ſmile at the impure. wit: By this if 
they have common Civility they wil 
be prevail d on to deſiſt for the future, if they 
have not — forſake em. | 
When you are in the Company of your 
Superiours be modeſt & paring in your talk - 
On the other hand avoid a ſheepiſh, ſneak- 
ing, whineing Carriage, which will render 
you contemptible. 5 
N 
temper, which makes a Perſon an Offender 
without cauſe, and ſometimes for Acts of 
love and friendſhip. I have known ſame 
Perſons of ſuch uneaſie Spirits, that when 
they have been told of ſomething amils, 
which they knew not of and were glad to 
rectifie, yet could not bear the Information: 
At the ſame time had they known that their 
Friend ſaw their Error and omitted to in- 
form them, this alſo would h#ve been an 
occaſion of Anger: a Temper that deſerves 
both pity and ſcorn. Take a reproof kindly, 
eſpecially. when you have no cauſe to think 
that it proceeds from any other Motive than 
love and iche. ld 
Let your Vite be ſeldom; and ſeaſonable. 
By being tod frequent yos may make your 
* | Friends 


126 Mr. HigsT's Remains. 
er FN "EE Nt} EL - + Sd 


Friends weary of your Company: Beſides 
the Diſreputation you may gain of a Gadder. 
Tt is one charge againſt eme light Wo- 
man, Her feet abide not in her houſe. Re- 
member Dinah: folly and fate. By ſeaſona- 


ble Viſits I mean that they be rightly tim'd. 


The fore-yart of the day is generally ufuita- 
ble. And | fo it is to N 


Evening. If ſometimes you are don't ven- 


ture home without ſome ſober Perſon to 


accompany you. And I ſhould think Mine 
2 Clock a good hour to retire to your reſt. 

As to your Apparel conform to decent 
Cuſtoms. As I would not have you the firſt in 
nor the laſt out of a Faſhion, ſo 1 would 


have you avoid the exceſs of any Mode. 


Keep your Cloaths clean, neat and whole. 
When ever you eſpy a fraction or rent in 
any of your Garments, Woolen or Linen, 
let it he immediately repaired, without any 
delay. When eyer you undreſs, fold up your 
Eloaths and put them: in their proper pla- 
00s, T hardly allow anyCha- 
racter of a Woman worſe than that of a Shut; 
It is the Offspring of Laxtneſt”a d is char- 
geable with a horrible Waſte. —— 


; 
- »7, (ans. © 14 * +» &6. 1 I = 1 — 
Fer Piety, Diligence, Induſtry and Near: 
Wor YET TENT BOY 31:9 091 OO Bf o ona 


p ; 
= 
1 -- z * 
117 39 
. 4 11 
1 


\ 


non 


ng at a place. 
Eſpecially be careful not to be abroad in the 
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neſs take your Mother for an Example and 
follow her ſteps. This will be the 
honour you can; ſhew to her Memory. ©--- 
Be very prud ent in yourBehaviour in your 
Gyahd-farbdps Family: be very dutiful and re- 
ſpectful to him, and if he ſhouldbe viſited with 
je Gut let him have your chearful & affecti- 
nate Miniſtrations to the utinoſt of your 
Ability. He is your Father: Keep in the 
ſame Room that he does, and no more in 
the Kitchen than is neceſſary. Let the Fa- 
mily have as little trouble by your abode 
there as is poſſible. Be ſure never to 
cauſe any Diſcord or Uneafineſs. —— 
I would have you to be 9 your Aunt 
Price as often as you can, without neglecting 
your Work or being too troubleſome. She 
is very capable to inſtruct you in every thing 
that belongs to à Gentleoman or a good 
Houſewife, and I know ſhe has a Good-will 
to benefit you. Carry it to her and to your 
other Relations, your Supericurs, with much 
Refpect. Your Aunt Sewall is an ingenious 
wife Woman; She dearly: lov'd your Ao. 
they, let her have a ſhare in your Company, 
ard Curry it with a ſutable Deference. 
1 have no given you the beſt Advice I 
am cnpable of» I know that ſome of theſe 
2180 Directiom 
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Directions would have been more proper 
from Anot her, but it having pleaſed GOD to 
deny vou that Priv lege I: hall make no 
Excuſe. Keep cloſe to GODin.Duty, and 
He H either keep you from or ſupport you, 
under Temptations and Troubles. 
I. pray. GOD be with you and keep yon, a 
Hs F ear and Favour. Lam, 


I nt 75 A Dear Child, | lid 
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oY” | Four! very afſettionate Father | 
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: Hos 1 fink: preſented the Reader with ab 
| ract u pon ſeveral uſeful We op 
Thur. irſts--private Papers nom wh Which 
Ve may beſt take his Charade, and egg 
eited unto a fecret and cloſe elk with 0005 
Sur ſelves. r Te 410 
2 Ror what do Great a "Exeetient Poon 
el ſerve for? butto allure and charm, p 
fade and cunſtrain others to come into e 
Imitation of tliem. And to what aten iin. 
Religion wohl a conformity to theſe n- 
ftarices carry us? the reſt of our Life being 
Uniform and all of a piece. Weite 
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Were the Sabbaths of God, His Houſe and 
Table, His Word and Ordinances thus Reve- 
rend and Solemn to us! Did we fo devoutly 


eye and venerate the Providence of God in 


Governing and Ordering all that concerns 
us, whether more immediately or remately, 


and ſet our ſelves to make a religious u- 


provement thereof! Were we thus taught of 
God to number aright our Days and our 
Tears, and to apply our hearts to the wiſe 
and ſerious Conf: eration of our latter End-! 

Did we enter upon every Publick Truſt and 
Office, and receive the Honours of this World 
with ſuch religious Conſiderations and fer- 


vent Supplications to God for Direction 
and Aſſiſtance in the diſcharge of the Duties 


of our Places ! Or did we meet and improve 
the bitter Aflitions of Life with ſuch Humi- 


lations, Reſignations, Acts of Worſhip, and 


renewed Self-Conſecrations to GOD ! And did 
we enter on every State of Life, and partir 


| cularly on the Afarriage-State, ( that moſt 


Important Article of our Lives) with ſo 
many, ſuch continued and moſt Importunate 
Addreſſes to God, ſeeking his favour and 
conduct! and finally, Did we in every Re- 
lation whereinto the Providence of God brings 
us thus ſet ourſelves to ſeek the Temporal and 
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Eternal Good of all that are related to us! 
what Excellent Chriſtians | ſhould we 
become? how fhonld: we Shine in the Church 
of Chriſt? Aloru the Doctrine of GOD our 
Sadie, ant bow forth bis Praiſes? Ho 
ſhbiild' we proveke a holy Priilarion in one 
anbthoy 2 Provch each other t Love and 
Gov u ? and to the e Olorifying | our Farher 
which is in Heavey. 
A, SUN therefore let us deſire to be 1 in dur 
T Places; 5 Truſte, Relations; in our 
Werl Big 2 in every Condition and State 
which God orders för us, in all the 4/Iidtions 
of bur Lite And under all the Synilots of Pro- 
vidence on'our-ontward Affairs. 
Te Chriſtian Alag ſtrat ay here lh 
wee act his Part afro 4 Golly fort, and ſo 
the Merebant atitMan in Tradè & Buſineſs : 
Conſurts and Patents may here ſte the Heart 
that becomes their Relation under the Goſpel 
of Gin: Yea the Miniſters of Religion, as 
welt as all Private Chriſtians, may be taught 
and quicken'd by the bright” Tranſcripts of 
Zeal, Devotion, Diligence, Sincerity and 
Fidelity, which Ha ve _ preſented here to 
théir e be e l the f 
1 erße to ur for xpo ing ſome o 
theſe 85 the World : they ales too much the 
* Privactes 
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Privacies of my. Friend, ſome may be xeady.to 
think, 75 tolg abroad. 4575 mean te 
larly thoſe 29 Inſtances, . What k 
upon his taking the Oeth 4 5 of 3 
Peace, and u ek the Supp pat af his Aarryivg, 
again. But. Jack upors thoſe two Inltances, 
as ſo eeuc and uncommon, of ſuch I- 
rrinſek Worth and at the ſame time ſuch a 
Rarity, that I. could not prevail with my ſelf 
to omit them, For the things appear to me 
ſo Holy and Excellent in chene "eo F 
GOD, and, if Chriſtians came into th 15 
Spirit and practice the Benefit would b 
vaſt to Mankind, that I could by no means 
excuſe or juſtiſſe it to my ſelf, ſhould 1 hay I 
ſupprelſs'd then, I know, not but we ni 
wary ſome 10 . Publick tample of. he 
Power. of Religion in theſe e | 
ſtances, and ey that Gold XEProAc the: | 
might rather It 850 ee and convict. 
705 themſelves 135 t x \ anallas 
7475 ren alt "the Regrds' of his Devine, | 
| let 3 hays here is not any of his Ro | 
He was willing { it ſeems) t ty remeber 
| the ebimlclf, while he ved down the Frames | 
and. gracious, Workings of his own Soul, to 
reh is the'Meinory of thei; xr his fatare. | 
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and help in er of Med: He would not 
truſt that Paper and Tk which might here- 
after Publiſm it as with Sound .of Trumpet; 
He :ook beed not to let bis left haud know what 
bis right hand did in this matter: And let 
them ever. ly in Secret, according to his 
Deſire, never 20 be ſeen of Men, and known 
only to or. Father which is in Heaven, who 


ſaw them in ſecret and will reward them openly. 


And now were it lawful, one might be 
ready to ſay, —— Ah had it pleaſed the 
Wife, the Holy, the Sovereigu GOD to have 
reprievd this Uſefal Life when under the 
Sentence of Death, and to have added Fifteen” 

Tears more to it, as He did to Hezekiabs at 

his rayer ! But not bis Tears nor ours could 
gain a Reſpite. He was ripe for Heaven, we 
may humbly think, and we for Judgment; 
whole Death has been to us but the Begin- 
ning of Sorrows ; for how many Pionus and Ex- 
cellent Chri/tians,. both Men and Women, 

have. we ſince bat followed to the Grave. 
This is a very Awful thing in the Righteous, 
and Governing Providence of God, which 
we dught attentively to conſider and ſeri- 


_ ouſly to lay to heart. Help Lord, for the 


Godly ceaſe and the faithful fail from among 
ebe Children of Alen! God ales, as a great 
28 8 oh, Contempt 
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Contempt of him and his Jadgments, if we 
do not religiouſly obſerye and improve ſuck 
a n Iſai. 57. 1. The Righteons pe- 
riſheth and uo man layeth It to heart, and Mer- 
ciful Men ate taken away, none conſilering 
This were a Sign indeed of an Ungodly Place: 
for Theſe are no common Deaths. GOD is 
Contending in them: He is Angry and it be- 
comes us to tremble. They are to be la- 
mented as a Publick Loſs, and to be regarded 
as a Publick Warning, © | 325 
A profound Sbm ion to God, and Humi- 
liation under his Rebuke, is our Duty. We 
muſt ſee our own Sins and Gods holy Diſ- 
leaſure in theſe Bereavements, Our Sins 
fave forfeited and loft thoſe Bleſſings, which 
it may be were not eno' eſteem'd, valu'd and 
1mprov'd while we had them with us And 
doth it not become us to fear what Judg- ' 
ments may be breaking in upon us, from 
which Evil to come God 1s taking away his 
Righteons Ones! Who ſhall fill their Place, 

and ſtand in the Gap ? are there many in 
up? and what if Death ſhould return 22. 

take away theſe too? 1 8 

Let us Pray to GOD, the Father of Light 
and the GOD of our Spirits, with whom 1s 
the Re/idue of the SPIRIT, that He would re- 
pair 


i The candle 
pair the Breacbes. 


ceaſe, from Alan 


F Breath is in 51 l, „Vor wherein "is. 
be to be.acconnted of ? P us give Thanks to 


GOP D ior his Gifts to Men, 15 — glye a the 


all that is Good in them. Let us 

bn 25 lacency in the Excellencies of O- 
thers, and never envy them for the Grace of 
G0 to them, but receive them 0 hs Gifts . 
to us. Let us. reyerence, 8 a - honour | 
Uſeful Perſons, whereyer we {ce elt and 
venerate true Godlin- 5 in Whomloever we 
behold it: Let us ite it ee pe 
fluence is, moſt n us, ds We have; 
pleaſir an beholding the fxed Stars ho; they 
— — ot to our Grele : But as for then. 
whom Bod od makes more immediate Bleil; gs; 
to us, Fey. are to 8 9 the Sin, Foy A. 


in our o re whoſe Lig he e 


and: Preſſure we have the dae ce Tear 
let us, endeayour, our eloes to All up, well 
Places, * uring to equal and excel 9 9 
that axe. gone before us. fa Thew We 1805 Fo 
Deeds call us on, and: ſhould 05 
holy bition ro: what ier A 
So on the Death of 225 oſes God ſaid be 
ck ariſe Thos. 1. e, Take and fill” 
bis place, go on Where he left. Let us all be. 
. inflam d-with a Divine, Ambition after Servi 
ceablenels 
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ceableneſs in our Generation. Let us count 
it a moſt Inglorious thing and very Guilty to 
be uſeleſs. and unprofitable. Let us there- 
fore be diligent & Induſtrious in our reſpective 
Incumbent Duties, and count Negligence and 
Sloth a ſcandalous and criminal thing in our 
ſelves or others. For no worthy thing was 
ever done without care and pains, and Sloth 
is a meanueſs of Soul, a poverty of Spirit, 
and ſtupidity of Mind. Let us be thankful 
to God for the Aonour his Providence does 
us, whereinſoever it pleaſes him to uſe us 
in doing Service to his Name and Intereſt. 
But let ſuch diftinguiſh'd Perſons be the more 
lawly and humble themſelves; As the Meek- 
neſs of ofes:adorned his Dignity and Servi- 
ces. Nothing is weaner nor more diſtant 
from true Merit than an Air of Pride, nor 
any thing fouler than its Bt. 
Once more, Let us Educate our Children 
carefully and vertuouſly, that by the help 
of GOD we may leave a Godly Seed, not un- 


. worthy of the Name and Character of their 


Fathers * that when we are dead and 
gone they may riſe up in the Spirit of our 
Pious Anceſtors, But rid me and deliver me 
from the hand of ſtrange Children, whoſe mouth 
ſpeakerb vanity, &c. I N 
n 
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And Finally, W hile we are ſerving our 
Generation as well as we can according to 
the Will of God, let uf be daily looking and 
a for dur mm Death. Our Death 
might have given the Warning to others, or 
they being our Warning our turn may be to 
Morrow. Watch: therefore, for ye know neither 
be Day nor the Hour. Onl: ae our care 
that we nz well after a holy Life : that 
we may be Blefings in the World while we 
Hye in it, and may. go out of it efteem'd and 
dgir d; that we may leave aName behind us 
among the it departed in CHRIST, and 
ar; ;Spirets may be gather d to dem made per- 
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